


EASTLEIGH IN 
CRUNCH CLASH 

Season preview and Hampshire poster inside 


EVERTON V SAINTS 

16th April - £28.95 per person 


ASTON VILLA V SAINTS 

23rd April - £22.95 per person 


TOTTENHAM V SAINTS 

8th May - £19.95 per person 
(FREE Hog Roast Supplied) 


END OF SEASON PARTY 

BRUGES-21st May 2016 
£69.95 per person 


For more details on how to purchase your ticket, contact: 07801867365 (Nick) • WWW.SOUthamptonawaytravel.CO.uk 


| Southampton 
Away Travel 


@saintstravel 


Saints 
close on 
top six 
with win 

SAINTS closed to within two 
points of the top six as they de¬ 
feated relegation-threatened 
Newcastle 3-1 at St Mary’s. 

Ronald Koeman’s side were in total 
control for the vast majority of the 
game and deservedly sealed victory via 
goals from Shane Long, Graziano Pelle 
and Victor Wanyama. 

The victory, a third in the last four 
for Saints, moved them two points be¬ 
hind sixth-placed West Ham and within 
touching distance of the European 
places with five games of the season 
remaining. 

Match report and reaction pages 3 and 4 
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SOUTHAMPTON AWAY TRAVEL 

Taking Saints fans away for the past 5 seasons! 

Entertainment & 4G Wifi on Board. Free Food & Drink. 

*Now with reclining seats & extra leg room* 

Travel in comfort by coach and arrive in style from Southampton to your designated Football away match venue. Arrive at least 90 minutes before kick-off. 
Pick-up points from Holton Heath, Ringwood, Marchwood, Totton, Southampton Central, Stadium, Fleming Park & Winchester, Chieveley. 


Southampton’s Graziano Pelle (left) scores his side’s second goal of the game at St Mary’sue/player publications.. 
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Special Offer (limited time only) 


Materials surplus to requirements 
due to end of contract. 
Heavily discounted up to 50% off 

HEAVY DUTY TARMACADAM 

• We supply and lay 6mm / 10mm industrial tarmacadam laid to correct thickness, 
rolled and consolidated from ££7^5 £9.99 per square metre 

Industrial Surface Dressing 

• We offer Hot K180 Road Bitumen and 
Hard Stone Waring Course, 
machine laid from £5.99 per square metre 


All site preparation and site clearance included Ideal for car 
parks, farm roads, driveways and courtyards 


All sales conducted on first come first served basis, 
min. requirement may be required 

Call free today 

Email:info@road-contractor.com 

www.road-contractor.com 

0800 3032071 / 01256 688688 
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SOUTHAMPTON 3 NEWCASTLE UTD 1 

Saints home in on top 
six with win over Toon 



Saints celebrate after Victor Wanyama’s goal 



Southampton’s Shane Long (left) runs at the Newcastle United defence 



TEAM NEWS 


SAINTS closed to 
within two points of 
the top six as they 
defeated relegation- 
threatened Newcastle 
3-1 at St Mary’s. 

Ronald Koeman’s side 
were in total control for the 
vast majority of the game 
and deservedly sealed vic¬ 
tory via goals from Shane 
Long, Graziano Pelle and 
Victor Wanyama. 

There was also a first ap¬ 
pearance since October 
for Jay Rodriguez as he re¬ 
turned from injury 

The victory, a third in the 
last four for Saints, moved 
them two points behind 
sixth-placed West Ham and 
within touching distance of 
the European places with 
five games of the season re¬ 
maining. 

Saints started on the front 
foot and had a chance to 
take the lead after just two 
minutes. 

Ryan Bertrand’s delicate¬ 
ly chipped right-wing cor¬ 
ner found Virgil van Dijk 
just inside the area and he 
looped a header into the six- 
yard box. 

Graziano Pelle was there 
to meet it with a header 
of his own but could only 


RONALD Koeman made three 
changes to the side that lost 
to Leicester for the visit of 
Newcastle. 

He went to a back four in a 4-2- 
3-1 formation. 

Shane Long returned after 
injury to play his part in a very 
attacking line-up. 

Cuco Martina and Dusan Tadic 
were also drafted into the side. 

Cedric Soares, Matt Targett 
and the injured Steven Davis 
dropped out. 


guide it into the arms of 
Karl Darlow. 

They didn’t have to wait 
long for the first goal howev¬ 
er as the Newcastle defence 
crumbled in dramatic fash¬ 
ion two minutes later. 

Shane Long got the ball off 
of Pelle in a central position 
25 yards from goal and sim¬ 
ply waltzed through the mid¬ 
dle of the Magpies’ backline 
with ludicrous ease before 
opening up his body and 
finishing low and left-footed 
past Darlow. 

Up the other end, Jose Fon- 
te was strong to block a rare 
Newcastle shot from Ayoze 
Perez. 

Saints were in complete 


Saints: Forster, Martina, Fonte, 
van Dijk, Bertrand, Wanyama, 
Clasie, Mane, Long, Tadic, Pelle. 

Subs: Stekelenburg, Yoshida, 
Cedric, Romeu, W-Prowse, 
Rodriguez, Austin. 

Newcastle: Darlow, Janmaat, 
Taylor, Mbemba, Anita, 
Townsend, Shelvey, Wijnaldum, 
Sissoko, Perez, Mitrovic. 

Subs: Woodman, Dummett, 
Lascelles, Tiote, Obertan, De 
Jong, Cisse. 


and utter control of the 
game. 

Koeman’s attacking gam¬ 
ble was paying off with the 
four forward minded players 
of Pelle, Long, Sadio Mane 
and Dusan Tadic pushed 
right on a Magpies defence 
that looked ready to fold at 
any moment, and which had 
very little protection from 
those in front of them. 

The chance of a counter at¬ 
tack was the only danger to 
Saints, but rarely seemed a 
pressing threat. 

Instead, the key was to 
turn their domination into 
a second goal just to give 
themselves a cushion. 

Continued on page 4 


HAVE YOUR SAY ON SAINTS - COMMENT ONLINE AT www.dailyecho.co.uk 
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SAINTS SPOTLIGHT 




Southampton’s Victor Wanyama (far right) scores his sides third goal of the game during the Barclays Premier League match at St Mary’s, Southampton. 

Win puts Saints on 
course for Europe 



Newcastle United’s Andros Townsend (centre) scores his sides only goal 


From page 3 

Mane had a volley blocked while 
Jordy Clasie’s inswinging free kick 
evaded everybody and came close to 
sneaking in at the far post. 

Pelle produced a simply stunning 
flicked header from just inside his 
own half, after great defensive work 
and a big clearance from Cuco Mar¬ 
tina, to set Long on his way on 35 
minutes but the frontman tried to 
square rather than shoot and it was 
cut out. 

Moments later Pelle was trying 
his luck with a header at goal from 
ten yards out but couldn’t steer it on 
target. 

Saints eventually got their second 
goal on 398 minutes with the help of 
a great finish and more truly embar¬ 
rassing defending from Newcastle. 

Daryl Janmaat slipped over when 
he should have intercepted a Mane 
pass and Saints were away down the 
left. 

Tadic broke forward and found 
Long, whose lay off fell to Pelle with 
the big striker brilliantly sweeping 
home a finish into the bottom cor¬ 
ner from ten yards out. 

That was the last action for Jan¬ 
maat who was too injured to contin¬ 
ue after the slip and he was replaced 
by Siem De Jong. 

Newcastle made a defensive 
change at half time with Jamaal 
Lascelles coming on for Steven Tay¬ 
lor. 


The Magpies had a shot at goal just 
after the restart as Fraser Forster’s 
miscued clearance fell to Moussa 
Sissoko but from 40 yards out he 
fired wide. 

Normal service was resumed on 
55 minutes though as Saints scored 
again. 

Newcastle allowed Saints to take a 
short corner and Mane went outside 
Georginio Wijnaldum to get to the 
left by-line as if the Magpies man 
wasn’t there. 

Mane cut back to Jose Fonte who 
was in acres of space. His low shot 
was saved by the legs of Darlow and 


came out to Victor Wanyama, also 
in acres of space, and his low drive 
beat the keeper via a slight deflec¬ 
tion off of Lascelles. 

Forster actually had a couple of 
saves to make as he kept out a low 
drive form the edge of the area by 
Perez and turned wide a 25 yard 
drive by Aleksandar Mitrovic. 

Saints made a first change on the 
hour mark as James Ward-Prowse 
replaced Long. 

Amazingly, Newcastle did conjure 
themselves a goal out of nothing on 
65 minutes. 

Andros Townsend collected the 


ball on the right and was allowed 
to cut across the face of the area 
before unleashing a stunning left 
footed shot that whistled into the 
top corner, leaving Forster with no 
chance. 

Rafa Benitez sensed one last 
chance to make something happen 
and brought on Papiss Cisse for 
Perez. 

Mane had the chance to settle the 
game on 75 minutes as Pelle played 
him in. 

The Saints man was forced to 
check back onto his left foot just 
inside the area and opted to shoot 
rather than square the ball to Ward- 
Prowse but missed the target. 

Koeman decided to try and shore 
things up and make sure of the 
three points by bringing on Oriol 
Romeu for Clasie. 

Newcastle suddenly seemed to 
fancy the task a bit more but the 
trouble was creating chances. 
Townsend whipped in a free kick 
that threatened but went behind off 
of De Jong. 

St Mary’s stood to a man in ap¬ 
plause with six minutes remaining 
when Rodriguez was brought off 
the bench for his first game since 
October in place of Tadic. 

Romeu had a late chance to add 
another with a stooping header 
from Pelle’s cut back but Saints had 
already done enough damage and 
edged closer to European football. 


Koeman 
delight at 
Saints’ 
good start 

RONALD Koeman was 
delighted with his team’s all 
out attacking start as they 
cruised to a 3-1 win over 
Newcastle. 

Koeman named a very 
forward thinking team, with 
Graziano Pelle, Shane Long, 
Sadio Mane and Dusan Tadic 
all in the side. 

He wanted to squeeze the 
pressure on a Newcastle side 
lacking confidence as they 
stare down the barrel of 
relegation. 

It worked a treat as Saints 
came racing out of the 
blocks, scoring an early goal 
and going on to win with 
some ease. 

Koeman said: “First of all 
we had a great start in the 
game, and I changed a little 
bit the shape and put 
pressure on the players to 
play in this system with four 
strikers to start very 
offensively and really to press 
Newcastle from the start in 
the game, and that worked 
fantastic. 

“Very fast first goal, good 
football, a lot of opportunities 
for the second goal before 
half time and finally a good 
result. 

“Maybe a few moments in 
the second half that we had 
to score more goals but the 
whole team performance very 
good.” 

Koeman knew Newcastle 
could be vulnerable given the 
state they are in and it gave 
Saints a chance to try and 
exploit their weaknesses. 

They did just that to secure 
an important three points 
which closes the gap on sixth 
placed West Ham. 

“You know if a team is really 
fighting against relegation 
they are not full of 
confidence,” he said. 

“If you give them time and 
the domination in the game 
then they can grow. 

“That was the reason to 
start how we start, to really 
press, start offensively and 
create problems with the 
speed of Shane, with the 
speed of Sadio, and that 
worked fantastic. 

“That in my opinion is the 
key to win the game.” 



Ronald Koeman 
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ASTON VILLA 1 BOURNEMOUTH 2 

Cherries looking safe as 
Villa hover over trap door 



Joshua King (left) celebrates after his goal 


ASTON Villa were granted 
a stay of execution as their 
relegation from the Barclays 
Premier League was de¬ 
layed - despite a wretched 
2-1 home defeat to Bourne¬ 
mouth. 

Steve Cook and Josh King gave the 
Cherries a deserved victory against 
an awful Villa side but Norwich’s 1-0 
loss at Crystal Palace ensured the 
hosts were not demoted on Saturday 

Villa remain 15 points from safety 
with a vastly inferior goal difference 
with five games remaining and their 
relegation to the Sky Bet Champion¬ 
ship just needs rubber stamping. 

They have been bottom of the Pre¬ 
mier League since November and 
never looked like putting up enough 
fight to beat Bournemouth, despite 
Jordan Ayew’s late consolation. 

The Cherries, in contrast, moved 
onto 41 points and need just a draw to 
mathematically guarantee a second 
season in the top flight. 

There was never any suggestion 
Villa were up for the fight from kick¬ 
off as, aside from token efforts from 
Kieran Richardson and Idrissa Gana, 
there was no real threat. 

Just three wins all season - one com¬ 
ing on the opening day at Bourne¬ 
mouth - hardly gave hope they will 
deliver a rousing finale. 

A broken team and club plodded 
through the half, going through the 
motions before being put out of their 
misery at the break. 

Brad Guzan turned Lewis Grab- 
ban’s low drive behind after seven 
minutes during a dour half played 
at pre-season pace in a pre-season 
atmosphere as the home supporters 
amused themselves by jeering their 
own players. 

Leandro Bacuna, who last month 
claimed he wanted to move to a 
Champions League club, and Guzan 
bore the brunt of it. 

And the atmosphere nosedived 
in first-half stoppage-time when 
Bournemouth broke the monotony 
with a goal. 

The Cherries had continually tried 
to outfox Villa with short corners 
and they finally unlocked them with 
the last kick of the half. 

Matt Ritchie and Simon Francis 
worked it well on the right and Fran¬ 
cis’ low delivery was flicked in by 
Cook at the near post. 

Immediately, the half-time whistle 
went and Villa fans turned on their 
team and they were jeered back onto 
the pitch for the second half. 

Rudy Gestede replaced Jordan Lyd- 
en, who made his full league debut 
for the club, but there was little sug¬ 
gestion of Villa instantly respond¬ 


ing. 

But they should have levelled after 
59 minutes when Richardson missed 
a glorious chance. 

Ayew wriggled free on the right and 
his low cross begged to be converted, 
only for Richardson to miss his kick 
and allow the ball to run through his 


legs. 

There was, at least, a little more life 
in Villa but slim belief as the Cher¬ 
ries comfortably held on and they 
doubled their lead with 17 minutes 
left after a defensive howler from the 
hosts. 

Ciaran Clark was robbed by King 


who then beat the on-rushing Guzan 
to the ball to chip it over the keeper 
and into an empty net. 

Ayew’s 83rd-minute goal, as he ran 
through and beat Artur Boruc, gave 
Villa some cheer but will not make 
the difference in the long run with 
Villa staring at relegation. 



Carroll’s 
treble hits 
Gunners’ 
title bid 

ARSENAL’S Premier League 
title hopes were left in tatters 
by an eight-minute hat-trick 
from Andy Carroll in a thrilling 
3-3 draw at West Ham. 

Laurent Koscielny’s equaliser 
rescued a point for the Gunners 
after they had blown a two-goal 
lead during an extraordinary 
spell either side of half-time. 

But Arsene Wenger’s side, 
who realistically needed to win 
every remaining game to stand 
a chance of catching leaders 
Leicester, could find 
themselves 13 points adrift with 
just 18 to play for by Sunday 
evening. 

They were 2-0 up and 
seemingly cruising to a third 
straight victory thanks to goals 
from Mesut Ozil and Alexis 
Sanchez. 

But Carroll, making a rare 
start in what has been another 
injury-hit season for the 
Hammers, turned the game 
upside down with his first 
treble since August 2010 for 
Newcastle, staking a late claim 
for a place in Roy Hodgson’s 
England squad for Euro 2016. 

Suddenly West Ham were 
right back in the race for the 
Champions League places, 
only for Koscielny to secure a 
draw which does little for either 
side’s ambitions this season. 

West Ham were already 
feeling aggrieved after Manuel 
Lanzini had an early header 
ruled out for offside. 

And in the 18th minute they 
were caught napping by in-form 
teenager Alex Iwobi, who slid 
the ball into the area where Ozil 
had just stayed onside to fire 
across Adrian. 

The second goal arrived in 
the 35th minute, Sanchez 
starting a slick Arsenal move 
which culminated in Iwobi 
lifting the ball over the West 
Ham defence for the Chile 
forward to apply the finish. 

But West Ham piled forward, 
sensing a goal before half-time 
would keep the match alive - 
and they got two in the space 
of a minute thanks to Carroll. 

First the former Liverpool 
front man got on the end of 
Aaron Cresswell’s cross to 
power a header in at the far 
post. 

And moments later, in first- 
half stoppage time, Carroll 
acrobatically turned in Mark 
Noble’s cross at the second 
attempt to haul his side level. 

In the 52nd minute Carroll 
completed his hat-trick when 
he rose at the far post again 
and nodded Michail Antonio’s 
cross past David Ospina. 

Shellshocked Arsenal 
dragged themselves level in the 
70th minute when Koscielny 
produced a smart finish to 
guide the loose ball home. 
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Grimsby Town 0 Eastleigh 0 



Ross Flitney was in good form to help his team to a point 

Spitfires make their point at 
long last against bogey side 



Josh Payne was sent off for the Spitfires 


EASTLEIGH overcame the 48th- 
minute dismissal of midfielder Josh 
Payne to pick up their first ever point 
against bogey side Grimsby Town at 
Blundell Park. 

Goalkeeper Ross Flitney produced 
an outstanding display of defiance 
as the ten-man Spitfires came away 
from Humberside with a gutsy 0-0 
draw, extending their unbeaten 
Vanarama National League run to 
seven games. 

Chris Todd’s play-off chasers re¬ 
main seventh, but are now four 
points shy of fifth spot following 
Tranmere’s 1-0 win at Torquay. 

With Flitney and centre-back Jamie 
Turley pillars of strength, Eastleigh 
withstood the best Grimsby could 
throw at them in the first half. 

After Flitney had dealt with an ear¬ 
ly Padraig Amond header, it was the 
Spitfires who forced the first corner 
on seven minutes when Matt Tubbs’ 
volley deflected wide off Aristote 
Nsiala. 

Grimsby’s James McKeown saved 
Ben Stevens’ left-footer at the second 
attempt with Tubbs in close attend¬ 
ance, but that was followed by a wave 
of Mariners pressure which brought 
the very best out of Flitney 

First the busy Spitfires ’keeper 
dived to his left to deny Omar Bogle 
and then, having turned Craig Dis- 
ley’s volley away one-handed, the 
Eastleigh Nol thwarted Amond on 
the rebound. 

As the Mariners upped the ante, 
they forced two quick corners with 
Nsiala’s header blocked from the first 
and then the impeccable Flitney deal¬ 
ing with Nathan Arnold’s rasping 
20-yarder. 

Having weathered that storm, East¬ 
leigh hit back with a couple of half¬ 
chances - James Constable’s blocked 
shot going wide off Turley and Andy 
Drury testing McKeown with a 


35-yarder. For the Mariners, Amond 
ruffled the side netting from a tight 
angle and, on the stroke of half-time, 
Bogle’s left-foot strike was straight at 
Flitney. 

Having given themselves a base to 
build on in the first half, the Spitfires 
were dealt a hammer blow just three 
minutes into the second when they 
were reduced to ten men. 

A melee broke out following Josh 
Payne’s late challenge on Richard 
Tait and the temperature rose fur¬ 
ther when referee Michael Salisbury 
brandished the red card to the East¬ 
leigh midfielder. Drury and Nsiala 
were booked in the messy aftermath. 


Bogle nodded inches over for 
Grimsby after Disley had flicked on 
Jon Nolan’s set-piece, but ten-man 
Eastleigh dug in and it wasn’t until 
the 74th-minute that the Mariners 
came strong again, forcing their 13th 
corner of the game from which Tait 
sent a fiercely struck volley wide. 

A minute later Nolan had the game’s 
clearest chance from eight yards, but 
was brilliantly denied point-blank by 
the outstanding Flitney, having one 
of his best games in a Spitfires shirt. 

Eastleigh responded positively with 
Yemi Odubade, on for Tubbs, using 
his strength to get past Nsiala but the 
pacy forward was unable to beat Mc¬ 


Keown. 

Grimsby threw the kitchen sink at 
the Hampshire visitors late on, tak¬ 
ing their corner count to 16, but East¬ 
leigh held strong to end a run of five 
straight defeats against their VNL 
bogey team. 

Next up for the Spitfires is Tues¬ 
day’s free entry game against Bar- 
row at the Silverlake (7.45pm). 

• Ex-Eastleigh hotshot Andy 
Forbes scored his first comeback 
goal for play-off chasers Winchester 
City in a 1-1 draw at Bishops Cleeve 
in the Southern One South & West. 
AFC Totton lost 3-0 at league leaders 
Banbury United. 


Rule the 
World is 
champion 

RULE The World showed 
his battling qualities when 
ploughing through the rain- 
softened conditions to land 
the Crabbie’s Grand National 
at Aintree. 

Steadily working his way 
through the field, the 33-1 
shot was sitting a close third 
as The Last Samuri and Vies 
Canvas jumped the last 
together. 

The Last Samuri battled on 
at the elbow but could not 
quite hold off the strong¬ 
finishing Mouse Morris- 
trained nine-year-old, who 
was remarkably winning for 
the first time over fences. 

Forging on inside the final 
100 yards under 19-year-old 
David Mullins - on his first 
ride in the race - the 
Gigginstown House Stud- 
owned gelding eventually 
crossed the line six lengths 
ahead of 8-1 joint-favourite 
The Last Samuri. 

Vies Canvas was third at 
100-1 and Gilgamboa (28-1) 
fourth. 

Mullins said: “It’s 
unbelievable. I just couldn’t 
expect things to have gone 
better. 

“There was one little 
mishap at the fourth-last, but 
thank god I came out (the 
other side). Everything went 
to plan really. 

“Credit to Mouse, he’s 
produced this horse without 
having won over fences. Then 
there’s me, who’s never even 
walked around the Grand 
National track. 

“Mouse is a genius and he’s 
the best man in the world for 
preparing a horse for one 
day. 

“I’m very thankful to 
Michael and Eddie O’Leary 
(of Gigginstown) for giving 
me the chance. 

“That’s the best ride I’ve 
ever got off a horse and it’s 
the best feeling to come back 
into a place like this.” 

Morris was almost lost for 
words after the race, but paid 
tribute to his late son, 
Christopher, who tragically 
died last summer from 
suspected carbon monoxide 
poisoning while travelling in 
South America. 

Having also won the Irish 
National on Easter Monday 
with Rogue Angel, Morris 
said: “I don’t know what to 
say. To have the two in a 
couple of weeks is 
unbelievable. I’ve a lad who’s 
doing overtime for me up 
above. 

“He (Rule The World) wasn’t 
badly named, was he?” 



Rule The World 
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Folland Sports 2 Alresford Town 2 

Strugglers share in the 


in basement battle 



Folland Sports (blue) v Alresford Town (yellow) in Wessex League action from Kings Ave, Hamble-le-Rice 
Picture: Allan Hutchings 



E Richards (right) in action for Folland Sports against Alresford Town 


spoils 

JOHN Mulhern’s second half 
equaliser earned Alresford 
a share of the spoils at Fol- 
lands in a battle of the Wes¬ 
sex League Premier Divi¬ 
sion’s bottom two teams. 

Craig Bryant had headed the visi¬ 
tors into a sixth minute lead, only 
for Matty Andrews to quickly level, 
writes Paul McNamara 

Cain Prentece poked Follands into 
a second half lead. 

And following Mulhern’s leveller, 
the hosts lost half-time substitute 
Damien Gorman to a late red card. 

The game’s first effort on target 
yielded its first goal. With Brian 
Howard claiming a foul as the for¬ 
mer Sheffield United man sought to 
regather possession when his ini¬ 
tial free kick was cleared back out 
to him on the right, Simon Everett 
took charge to cross to the back post. 
Bryant timed his arrival perfectly to 
steer his looping header back across 
Jarrid Hixon and into the corner of 
goal. 

Follands keeper Hixon then saved 
down at his left post from Tom Don¬ 
aldson’s long-range effort, but on 12 
minutes the hosts were level. 

A one-two between Howard and 
Mulhern broke down on halfway, en¬ 
abling Prentece to swoop and charge 
deep into opposing territory From 
the attacker’s eventual, precise, de¬ 
livery Andrews was left with the sim¬ 
plest of tasks to nudge the ball into 
an unguarded net. 

Luke Musselwhite was soon close 
with a glancing header for Follands 
while, at the other end, Aaron Blax- 
all got his feet in a tangle when Don¬ 
aldson’s cross from the right present¬ 
ed the midfielder with a clear sight 
of goal. 

Owen Bush was on hand to block 
Mulhern’s effort early in the second- 
half - and minutes later the home 
team were ahead. 

Alresford right back Carl Steadman 
left short his back header, allowing 
Andrews to steal in. John Howard 
saved bravely at the forward’s feet, 
but the visiting stopper was help¬ 
less as Prentece reacted quickest to 
stroke home the loose ball. 

Everett was then off target with a 
blistering 25-yard strike, but Alres¬ 
ford substitute Ryan Davies should 
have done far better than hook wide 
of the left post, after Ben Stanbrook 
had ended a marauding run with a 
fine cross into the box. 

But Alresford didn’t squander 
their next opportunity Howard was 
the architect, lofting a tremendous 
ball forward that eliminated home 
centre half James Vinton and sent 
Mulhern on goal. The forward’s fin¬ 
ish, thumped across Hixon, nestled 
sweetly inside the keeper’s right- 
hand post. 

John Howard tipped over from 
the excellent Prentece as the hosts 
sought to re-establish their lead, with 
the same attacker later blazing too 
high after an incisive home counter. 

Follands were forced to play the 


closing minutes a man down after 
Gorman was dismissed for a second 
bookable offence. 


Another home sub Harry Osman 
was then denied by Donaldson’s last 
ditch penalty box challenge at the 


death - leaving both sides reflecting 
on a point that does little for their re¬ 
spective survival hopes. 


VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
SOUTH 

Basingstoke Town 2 Weston-s- 
Mare 2 

Concord Rangers 1 Bath City 2 
Eastbourne Borough 2 Hemel 
Hempstead Town 3 
Ebbsfleet 3 Chelmsford City 1 
Gosport Borough 0 Bishop’s 
Stortford 0 

Havant & Waterlooville pp Truro 
City 

Maidenhead 0 St Albans City 1 
Maidstone United 1 Dartford 2 
Margate 0 Sutton United 4 
Oxford City 2 Hayes & Yeading 2 
Whitehawk 3 Wealdstone 0 
EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division 
Bideford 2 Bedworth 1 
Cambridge City 4 Slough 2 
Chesham 0 Kettering 3 
Chippenham 3 Biggleswade 2 
Dorchester 1 Redditch 5 
Dunstable 0 Cirencester 2 
Frome 2 Stratford 0 
Histon pp Hungerford 
Hitchin 0 Poole Town 0 
Kings Lynn 0 Weymouth 0 
Leamington 2 Paulton Rovers 0 
Merthyr Town 1 St Neots 1 
Division One South & West 
Banbury 3 AFC Totton 0 
Bishops Cleeve 1 Winchester 
City 1 

Burnham 0 Evesham 5 
Larkhall 4 Wantage 0 
Mangotsfield 1 Slimbridge 1 
Marlow 3 Bridgwater 1 
North Leigh 0 Cinderford 0 
Shortwood 1 Taunton 2 
Swindon Supermarine 2 Yate 0 
Tiverton 9 Bashley 0 
Wimborne 1 Didcot 1 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division 
Andover Town 4 Fawley AFC 1 
Bournemouth Poppies 1 AFC 
Portchester 1 

Fareham Town pp Bemerton HH 
Folland Sports 2 Alresford 2 
Hamworthy United 0 Team 
Solent 2 

Lymington Town 1 Salisbury 2 
Moneyfield 2 Newport loW 2 
Sholing 2 Whitchurch 1 
Verwood 2 Cowes Sports 2 
Division One 
Downton 2 Romsey 1 
Fleet Spurs 8 Andover NS 0 
Hythe & Dibden 3 Laverstock & 
Ford 0 

New Milton 2 East Cowes Vies 0 
Portland 2 Christchurch 0 
Ringwood 5 AFC Stoneham 1 
Tadley Calleva 9 Pewsey Vale 0 
US Portsmouth 2 Totton & 

Eling 1 

PUMA ENGINEERING 
HAMPSHIRE PREMIER LEAGUE 
Premier Division 
Baffins Milton Rovers 2 Hamble 
Club 1 

Bush Hill 4 Overton 0 

Colden Common 2 Otterbourne 

3 

Fleetlands 1 Liphook 2 
Hedge End Rangers 1 Clanfield 
3 

Liss Athletic 1 Paulsgrove 5 
Stockbridge 2 Locks Heath 4 
Winchester Castle 3 lnfinity.1 
Division One 

AFC Petersfield pp Andover 
Lions 

Four Marks 2 Hayling United 2 
Michelmersh 2 Timsbury v 
Netley CS 2 
Sway 0 Lyndhurst 2 
Combination East 
Hayling United 0 Liphook United 
0 

Combination West 
Otterbourne 5 Bush Hill 1 
Aldershot Intermediate Cup 
Yateley United Res 2 Four 
Marks 4 

DREW SMITH GROUP 
SOUTHAMTON LEAGUE 
Premier 

Braishfield 0 Comrades 4 
Cadnam United 0 Nursling 5 
Senior 1 

Bishops Waltham Dyn 8 BTC 
Soton Res 0 
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Adam Rant 
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Handball rule will 
never end debate 



Avar; :? jrma rey 



Southampton’s Sadio Mane has a shot blocked by the arm of Leicester’s Danny Simpson 


Split opinions are 
simply part of the 
beauty of football 

DISCUSSIONS over foot¬ 
ball’s handball rule have 
started to take a tone that 
makes them sound more 
philosophical than practical. 

Is it ball to hand? What about if we 
turn our bodies? In a split second 
are we really ever in control of our 
limbs? 

In a sport where people bemoan 
bad decisions but would seldom 
want to be without them for fear of 
the sport losing its talking points, 
this has been a hot topic. 

Indeed, it feels as if Adam Rant 
has struggled to avoid a daily debate 
about the rights and wrongs of the 
current handball rule since Saints 
were beaten at Leicester having 
been denied two possible penalties. 

The rule itself is a little woolly, but 
in a way that is only natural. It’s the 
inconsistency that really irks man¬ 
agers. 

However, that is always going to be 
the case when it is open to interpre¬ 
tation. 

If you have a rule that if the ball 
hits the hand, regardless of intent, 
that is an offence, then the decision 
is black and white. In the same way 
as the ball either crossed the line or 
it didn’t, or you are either offside or 
onside. 

As football in general seems to be 
against that kind of rule you are try¬ 
ing to interpret intent, and so you 
are going to have a grey area. 

To be clear, it is not even some¬ 
thing that TV replays are going to be 
able to clear up. 

Take the two incidents at the King 
Power Stadium which so incensed 
Ronald Koeman. 

The first saw Sadio Mane round 
the keeper and shoot towards goal. 
Danny Simpson was sideways on 
when the ball hit his arm. 

Koeman was adamant it was not 
a natural movement and therefore 
should have been a penalty. Referee 
Michael Oliver clearly disagreed. 

He could not have missed that 
the ball struck Simpson’s arm. The 
whole stadium saw that. 

He just felt that in that crucial 
split second Simpson didn’t move 
his arm deliberately towards the 
ball, and that it was hit from close 
enough range to give him the benefit 
of the doubt. 

For the record, Adam Rant agreed 
with Oliver, and the likes of Matt Le 
Tissier and Lawrie McMenemy have 


publicly done so too. So there you 
have a clear divergence of opinion. 
It is not black and white. 

The next incident split opinion 
even more, as Charlie Austin ham¬ 
mered in a cross that Robert Huth 
stopped with an arm dangling low 
to his side. 

To Koeman that was a clear pen¬ 
alty. Certainly Huth’s hand was well 
away from his body. 

But the chance for him to react 
with the ferocity and proximity of 


the cross was so minimal, he was 
given the benefit of the doubt. 
Again, there was a division of opin¬ 
ions. 

Koeman would also point to the 
inconsistency of decisions, with a 
similar one given the previous day 
in another Premier League match 
by a different referee. 

As frustrating as it is when you 
feel your side is wronged, it’s hard 
to see what can be done as long as 
the rule is basically just open to 


personal interpretation. 

While technology undoubtedly 
could help in a few cases, in these 
instances it would still have been 
down to personal opinion. As we 
saw, even those with a substantial 
bias towards one team couldn’t 
agree. 

Perhaps, just perhaps, we have to 
accept it’s the beauty of football, 
and why it is still talked about day 
in and day out across the country. 

It’s the debates that make it. 


Huge test 
for Stokes 

BEN Stokes is facing a real 
test of character after a 
crushing experience in the 
final of the World T20. 

England looked to have the 
tournament won when he 
took the ball and prepared to 
bowl the final over. 

In a remarkable turn of 
events, the match was all 
over in four swishes of the 
bat from Carlos Brathwaite, 
whose six hitting saw the 
West Indies lift the trophy 
again. 

Stokes has been a star of 
the new look England team, 
but this was about as bad as 
it can get on the cricket 
pitch. 

How he returns from it will 
be the big test. 

Many a top sportsman 
down the years has never 
been the same after a 
moment in which they are 
demolished in such a crucial 
setting. 

Even if you try to be brave 
and carry on as before, 
subconsciously there is 
always that fear. It can 
become crippling. 

Even if Stokes does recover 
well, it will be hard not to be 
battle-scarred. 



Ben Stokes 


Masters 

shocker 

SOMETIMES it is helpful to 
see that even the world’s 
best are human. 

South African golfer Ernie 
Els had an utter shocker at 
The Masters. 

On the very first hole of his 
tournament he was within 
three foot of the pin after 
three shots, so pretty much 
spot on for a par. 

What followed was a 
remarkable seven putts to 
finish it off. 

The sight of Els playing the 
last two of those one-handed 
with a mixture of desperation 
and unadulterated anger was 
a reminder of Adam Rant’s 
own golfing career, the 
highlight of which was 
throwing a club in a river. 

This wasn’t quite that 
stupid, but it makes you feel 
a little better. 
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Poch hails van Gaalas 
‘one of the best ever’ 


Mauricio Pochettino has 
hailed under-pressure 
Manchester United boss 
Louis van Gaal as one of 
the best managers in the 
history of the game. 

Tottenham host United on Sun¬ 
day with the club’s traditional 
targets reversed, as Spurs look 
to keep their title hopes alive 
while the Red Devils chase a 
place in the top four. 

Van Gaal’s future at Old Traf- 
ford has been under intense 
scrutiny all season, with under¬ 
whelming performances and in¬ 
consistent results leaving some 
supporters dissatisfied with the 
Dutchman. 

Jose Mourinho and even Po¬ 
chettino have been mentioned 
in connection with taking over 
the United post but Tottenham’s 
head coach insists van Gaal is to 
be admired. 

“I need to show respect because 
when I was a player he was a 
manager at Ajax and Barcelona 
and his background is amazing 
and was one of the references as 
a young coach,” Pochettino said. 

“You always see Van Gaal 
when you were a player and 
how he was, always helping the 
younger players, I think he is 
one of the best in the history of 
managers.” 

Pochettino is now stamping his 
own mark at White Hart Lane as 
Tottenham look to beat United 
this weekend and close a seven- 
point gap on league leaders 
Leicester. 

Spurs will be favourites to win 
the match, a far-cry from the 


days when Sir Alex Ferguson 
needed only to say ‘Lads, it’s Tot¬ 
tenham’ in his pre-match team 
talk. 

“As manager and staff we try 
to translate our personality and 
character,” Pochettino said. 

“It’s true you always show how 
we are - we are tough, we press 
high, we work hard on the pitch 
and in training. But we are a 
team who play very good foot¬ 
ball. 

“Against Liverpool we tried to 
build from the back, take risks. 
This is how we are. This is our 
character. 

“We are brave and this is how 
the team take risks to play along 
the grass, to be aggressive, to 
take the ball as soon as possible 
and dominate the game. 

“It’s not always possible be¬ 
cause you always have the op¬ 
ponent who has good players too 
and tries sometimes to do the 
same. But this is our personal¬ 
ity” 

Tottenham could be 10 points 
behind Leicester by the time 
they kick-off against United as 
the Foxes face struggling Sun¬ 
derland earlier on Sunday. 

Such a deficit would appear 
insurmountable with six games 
left to play but Pochettino says 
he will never give up. 

“I believe. Always believe,” Po¬ 
chettino said. “Will we have to 
win every game? Yes, it is true 
but I believe. When I see the play¬ 
ers and the mentality we have. 

“If it is not possible, it is not 
possible, this is football. But we 
are very confident and trust in 
ourselves. We are very strong.” 



Tottenham Hotspur Mauricio Pochettino 



Katherine Jenkins 
at Hampton 
Court Palace 

A hotel, ticket & coach transfer offer! 

2 days from £155.00,23 June 2016 

See Katherine Jenkins in her very own tribute celebrating 
Her Majesty The Queen’s 90th Birthday. 

Highlights & inclusions 

• One night’s bed and buffet breakfast accommodation at 
the Holiday Inn, Shepperton 

• A seat for Katherine Jenkins tribute concert at Hampton 
Court (upgrades available) 

• Return coach transfers to Hampton Court 

• The services of a tour manager on Thursday evening 

N.B. This is an open air event. 


Reader Offer 



Newmarket 

Holidays 



Call 0330 160 7751 


QUOTE 

NCS 


Visit www.newmarket.travel/ncsl9482 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Promotions Ltd. ABTA V787X. Subject to 
availability. Single supplements apply. Standard phone charges. 
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s World 


The Saints legend's 


column on all Things football 


a business of results 


‘PHILOSOPHY’ may have been the 
loudest self-proclaimed soundbite 
of Louis van Gaal’s ascension to 
the Old Trafford throne in summer 
2014, but it’s results rather than 
performances or any appreciation 
of playing style that has kept the 
Dutchman’s Manchester United 
career alive. 

When LVG has needed it most, the players 
— who the media contradictorily claim only 
grow increasingly apathetic towards his au¬ 
tocratic methods — have always delivered 
for him. 

The 1-0 win over north west rivals Liver¬ 
pool in January came at the end of a run of 
just two victories in 13 games across all com¬ 
petitions — including elimination from the 
Champions League at the hands of Wolfs¬ 
burg — when the abrupt availability of Jose 
Mourinho had seemingly made Van Gaal’s 
position untenable. 

The 3-2 victory over Arsenal last month 
was United’s first Premier League outing 
since that debasing Europa League defeat 
to FC Midtjylland and suddenly put the Red 
Devils back in contention for a top-four fin¬ 
ish. 

Likewise, the 1-0 win in the Manchester 
derby immediately followed a shock 1-0 de¬ 
feat to West Brom, elimination from the Eu¬ 
ropa League courtesy of Liverpool and an 
underwhelming draw with West Ham in the 
FA Cup quarter-final — appeasing the fans 
with some much-needed bragging rights at 
just the right time. 

Regardless of the common narrative, pro¬ 
fessing him to be out-dated, arrogant and oc¬ 
casionally insufferable, LVG’s players pull 
him back from the brink just when his feet 
are dangling over the abyss of early retire¬ 
ment. That’s an enormous testament to the 
respect they have for him. 

Similarly, considering how the Red Devils’ 
performances this season have ranged from 
abject to abysmal for significant periods, 
amid a campaign that has produced one 
crisis after another, the fact United are cur¬ 
rently just one point away from a Champi¬ 
ons League spot with seven fixtures remain¬ 
ing is an achievement in itself. 

With that in mind, the notion that United 
might decide to honour the final year of Van 
Gaal’s three-term contract and not replace 
him with Mourinho in the summer, should 
the Red Devils finish in the top four, be¬ 
comes an increasingly plausible one. 

‘The Special One’ has been linked with the 
Syria job and the Valencia position in recent 
weeks, while some reports have claimed 
he’ll cost twice as much to appoint in the 
summer as opposed to before the end of the 
season. 

Perhaps it’s just tabloid chatter, but they 


Manchester United manager Louis van Gaal 

must be getting their information from 
somewhere. It strongly suggests United are 
yet to make their minds up. 

But regardless of what LVG has survived 
this season, regardless of whether United 
finish in the top four and regardless of how 
much healthier the squad could look by the 
time the summer transfer window closes in 
September, it still feels as if no true good 
can come from having the Dutchman at the 
helm for another term. 

His alliance with United is an unholy one, 
one that has created a division between the 
supporters and the club’s management from 
LVG upwards, and after two campaigns of 
almost oxymoronic stable instability, the 
Carrington outfit need to start moving in 
the right direction once again. 

Of course, for a club like Manchester Unit¬ 
ed, there is always another season. But the 
dynamics of the Premier League are rap¬ 


idly changing - Leicester City’s unantici¬ 
pated rise to the Premier League’s summit, 
followed closely by Tottenham Hotspur, is 
by no means as miraculous as it may seem 
- and the Red Devils are in danger of being 
left behind. 

Liverpool have a top-class manager in 
Jurgen Klopp, Chelsea have just appointed 
another in Antonio Conte, Spurs can estab¬ 
lish themselves as top-four regulars if they 
capitalise on this season correctly and the 
noisy neighbours are about to be taken over 
by Pep Guardiola - arguably the greatest 
gaffer of his generation. 

Having a night watchman in charge just 
won’t cut it next season. 

Likewise, for all the animosity towards 
Van Gaal, there is still a legacy for him to 
leave behind at Old Trafford. 

Two campaigns of Champions League 
qualification is a decent, if unspectacular, 


contribution to the post-Alex Ferguson 
era and although it has been a product of 
circumstance as much as design, LVG has 
blooded through a number of incredibly 
promising young talents - Anthony Mar¬ 
tial, Marcus Rashford, Paddy McNair and 
Timothy Fosu-Mensah to name a few. 

In a couple of years’ time, United fans 
may look at LVG’s spell far more fondly as 
the era in which the shoots of future suc¬ 
cess first began to sprout. 

But another season of continued crises, 
with crucial results sparing the Dutch¬ 
man from the axe by their hair on his 
nose, while United’s divisional rivals grow 
stronger will put any legacy in jeopardy. 

Regardless of how the season ends — let’s 
not forget Manchester United could still 
qualify for the Champions League and lift 
the FA Cup - it’s time for both parties to 
part company amicably 


LVG shows football is 
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Graham Kemp 


Not surprised to see clubs struggling 


GRAHAM Kemp is not surprised to see 
Bournemouth area clubs struggling to 
make an impact in the Sydenhams Pre¬ 
mier Division. 

The ex-Christchurch and Hamworthy 
United boss, who hails from that neck of 
the woods, claimed: “There is not a lot 
on offer.” 

Kemp, now manager of Salisbury- 
based outfit Bemerton Heath Harle¬ 
quins, has taken many well-known faces 
from the Bournemouth and Poole cir¬ 
cuit to Western Way. 


And he reckons the fact that the likes 
of Russell Cook and Jack Lovell are now 
plying their trade in Wiltshire is a sad 
indictment on what the Bournemouth 
area clubs have to offer players at that 
level - and the one above. 

Currently, there is not one Bourne¬ 
mouth area club in the top half of the 
Sydenhams Premier table, while Wim- 
borne have had a season of struggle in 
the Southern One South & West. 

“I know we haven’t set the world alight 
at Bemerton, but when you look round 


here, it is Southern League with no 
money at Wimborne. In the Wessex, the 
facilities at Verwood and Poppies are 
not brilliant and Christchurch are in 
the league below,” said Kemp. 

“Hamworthy were in a bit of disarray 
when Shane (Traynor, manager) had to 
take a break, so you could see why lads 
would look elsewhere. 

“It is disappointing that local clubs 
haven’t pushed on and tried to challenge 
for the title. 

“Money dictates as well.” 


1 can’t believe Ashley is 43 - 
he’s more like late 20s!’ 


Ashley makes an 
instant impact 
on Town debut 



HIS birth certificate states 
that he is 43 years of age, but 
his new boss finds that hard 
to believe. 

As far as Andover Town manager 
Neil Benson is concerned, pedigree 
centre-back Ashley Vickers can still 
give most 20-somethings a run for 
their money 

Vickers, a tough-tackling defender, 
made a surprise return to football 
last Saturday, plugging a gap in the 
Andover back line in a 0-0 draw at 
Blackfield & Langley. 

It was a significant venue for him 
to make his comeback, having glo¬ 
riously managed Blackfield to the 
Sydenhams Premier Division title 
three years ago. 

“Ashley’s been out of playing cir¬ 
cles for a while and he not played 
competitively at any stature for three 
or four seasons,” said Benson. 

“But he’s the absolute epitome of 
fitness and I can’t believe he’s 43, he’s 
more like late 20s! 

“He came in for training last Thurs¬ 
day, played the full 90 minutes at 
Blackfield and on Sunday he was out 
doing a half-marathon charity run! 

“I’m absolutely thrilled with this 
signing. 

“Ashley is a ruthless defender and 
will bring invaluable experience to 
our side. 

“It’s a magnificent signing for An¬ 
dover Town. I would say it is a coup 
for the club.” 

One glance at Vickers’ CV and you 
why Benson was so happy to wel¬ 
come him on board at the Portway 
Stadium. 

A former Sheffield United youth 
player, Vickers - who hails from the 
steel city - made nearly 200 appear¬ 
ances for Dagenham & Redbridge 
in his hey-day and went on to play 
for Weymouth, Eastleigh, Newport 
County and Dorchester Town - the 
latter as player-manager. 

Benson said: “Jamie Bray, our goal¬ 
keeper, was part of the link in getting 


Ashley here having played for him at 
Blackfield. 

“Ashley had been to see a couple of 
our games as a spectator, but when I 
asked if he would come and help us 
out for the rest of the season, he was 
happy to do it. 

“We’ve been really unlucky with 
centre-halves lately 

“We lost Luke Dempsey to a red 
card recently even though he’d bare¬ 
ly picked up a booking all season, 


Bobby Swayne has had to put football 
on the back burner and Matt Scott 
has an ACL (anterior cruciate liga¬ 
ment) problem. 

“Ashley is a major asset to us both 
on and off the pitch. 

“He’s what I’d call a good, old-fash¬ 
ioned centre-half and he will pass 
on lots of knowledge to the players 
around him.” 

Vickers was a tower of strength 
against his old club Blackfield. 


There was little to choose between 
two sides battling it out for second 
spot, behind Salisbury, in the Syden¬ 
hams Premier table. 

“Two very good teams cancelled 
each other out,” said Benson. “Both 
of us would have liked the three 
points, but defenders won the day 
“It was good to have Ashley in our 
camp. He was a major figure for us, 
but the whole team played well and 
worked hard.” 


Early exit 
for Senior 

TREVOR Senior has parted 
company with Bridport 
earlier than planned. 

The former Bashley boss 
had been due to step down as 
manager at the end of the 
season, but has ended his 
time prematurely after a poor 
run of results in the Western 
Premier Division. 

The Bees’ loss to 
Brislington last Saturday was 
their ninth defeat in 10 league 
fixtures. 

Senior’s assistant Mark 
Carter has taken temporary 
charge with player-coach 
Ryan Dovell. 

• BAFFINS Milton Rovers 
have passed their Sydenhams 
Wessex League ground 
grading. 

Louis Bell, manager of the 
Puma Engineering Hampshire 
Premier League high-fliers, 
said: “This club was basically 
started a few years ago by 
secretary Yvonne Fradgley- 
Smith for local waifs and 
strays. 

“To get where we have has 
taken a lot of hard work from 
a number of people over the 
years. 

“It makes me very proud to 
be part of this club.” 

• WIMBORNE Town 
welcomed footballing 
‘royalty’ to Cuthbury. 

Guest speaker at their fund¬ 
raising Sportsman’s Dinner 
was England 1966 World Cup 
hero Sir Geoff Hurst MBE. 

He and comedian Paul 
Boardman ensured an 
entertaining evening was had 
by all. 

Brian McIntyre, who 
organised the event, said: 
“Both Sir Geoff Hurst and 
Paul Boardman were 
excellent speakers. The 
audience, those fortunate 
enough to obtain tickets, 
were treated to a great night. 

“There were people without 
tickets who came to see Sir 
Geoff and he kindly chatted 
to them and signed their 
various footballs, shirts, 
books, etc, before the 
dinner.” 

• THE funeral of former 
AFC Totton and Sydenhams 
Wessex League chairman Alf 
Peckham will take place next 
Friday (April 15). 

The service will be at East 
Chapel, Southampton 
Crematorium, at 1.15pm. 

All are welcome back to 
AFC Totton’s Testwood 
Stadium afterwards. 



Alf Peckham 
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Andover celebrate 


Young centre-back is tipped to go on to better things 


ALL eyes will have been on the experi¬ 
enced Ashley Vickers at the heart of the 
Andover Town defence at Blackfield & 
Langley last Saturday 

But while the 43-year-old’s comeback 
against his old club was the big talking 
point of the day it was the young man 
playing alongside him who could be 
grabbing headlines in the not too dis¬ 
tant future. 

Still a youth team player, Bourne¬ 
mouth-based Connor Cocklin is tipped 
to go on to better things by Andover boss 
Neil Benson who also coaches the young 
defender at Sparsholt College’s (Saints) 
Second Chance Academy which runs in 
tandem with the Sydenhams Premier 
club. 

“Connor started the season at right- 
back, but he’s 6ft 2in and we moved 


him to right-sided centre-back about 12 
games ago,” Benson explained. 

“We put him alongside Ashley at 
Blackfield and he put in a superb perfor¬ 
mance. He’s still an under-18 and we’re 
already having a bit of interest in him 
from various clubs. 

“When I spoke to Ashley after the 
game he said ‘That young man’s got a 
big future’, which is quite a compliment 
coming from him. 

“It will be interesting to see how he 
develops. Since we moved him to centre- 
back, he’s also been popping up with a 
few goals.” 

Like Blackfield, Andover are striving 
to finish second in the Sydenhams Pre¬ 
mier Division behind champions elect 
Salisbury. 

And if they are lucky enough to go up 


either this year or in the very near fu¬ 
ture, Benson believes it will be a vital 
step forward for the Sparsholt Academy 
programme. 

“Stuart Barlow, our chairman, has 
worked hard behind the scenes, with 
others, and Tim Jackson, the Sparsholt 
College principal, rarely misses a game 
home or away. They have been instru¬ 
mental in us putting in an application 
for Southern League football,” he said. 

“The ground grading went through 
fine and, if we can manage to stay 
on Salisbury’s shirt-tails, who knows 
where we could end up. 

“It would be a great step forward for 
the club and the town of Andover and, 
also, for the Academy programme. 

“The week before last there were eight 
Academy players in our squad of 16.” 


Sam passes up chance to 
win Wessex golden boot 



Sam House, right, about to score another goal 


Nothing to play 
for, so Millers ace 
signs for Deans 

SAM House has passed up 
the chance to try and win the 
Sydenhams One golden boot 
award with Totton & Eling. 

The former AFC Totton forward 
has left Miller Park to spend the re¬ 
mainder of the season with Premier 
Division outfit Horndean, writes 
Wendy Gee. 

Having banged in 25 goals in 27 ap¬ 
pearances for the Millers, House was 
battling it out Laverstock & Ford’s 
Russell Jones for the honour of fin¬ 
ishing as the division’s sharpest 
shooter. 

But, with Totton & Eling’s season 
petering out and nothing left to play 
for, he has taken the opportunity to 
step up. 

T&E chairman Andy Tipp ex¬ 
plained: “We played Horndean in the 
Hampshire Senior Cup and a friend 
of Sam’s was playing for them. 

“They approached us and said they 
had a lot of games left to play and 
could do with an extra striker to help 
them finish as high as they can. 

“I think they offered him a bit of 
travelling money to go down there 
and, from our point of view, it won’t 
make much difference one way or an¬ 
other. 

“We’ve got nothing left to play for 
whatsoever. 

“Unfortunately we’re not challeng¬ 
ing at the top and we’re far enough 
away from the bottom two, East Cow¬ 
es Vies and Pewsey Vale, not to worry 
about relegation - not that I think 
there will be any relegation.” 

Having lost a gallant fight for Pre¬ 
mier Division survival last season, 
Totton & Eling had hoped to bounce 
straight back up, but it wasn’t to be. 
If things don’t improve over the 


next couple of weeks, they could 
finish as low as third-to-bottom of 
Sydenhams One. 

“It’s been a season of mishaps for us 
and I don’t think the players’ hearts 
are in it now. There’s no spark left,” 
said Tipp. “We lost 2-1 at Hythe & Dib- 
den last Saturday and they wanted it 
more than we did. 

“It’s a shame because we finished 
last season strongly and I thought 
we’d have a good go at getting straight 
back up, but this season’s been a bit 
of a washout as far as the first team 
are concerned. The reserve side has 
been brilliant.” 


In an ideal world, Totton & Eling 
would like House back for what 
they hope will be a vastly improved 
2016/17 campaign. 

But the young striker is off to uni¬ 
versity in Bournemouth in Septem¬ 
ber and could well elect to play in the 
Dorset area. 

“We don’t know yet if he’ll go to a 
side closer to Bournemouth,” said 
Tipp. “He may even look for a South¬ 
ern League club who could help him 
out with his financial situation, but 
we can’t offer him that. 

“It was all very amicable when Sam 
left us. He came along and told the 


lads that he was going to play for 
Horndean for the rest of the season. 

“It’s a bit of a shame because he 
could have won the golden boot here 
and had a few more clubs after him 
in the summer. But that wasn’t im¬ 
portant to Sam. He wanted to go and 
get game time and test himself in the 
Premier Division. 

“I’m not sure how he’ll get on at 
Horndean. He’s not been as prolific 
lately as he was earlier in the season. 

“Sam’s very quick and he’s defi¬ 
nitely an athlete, but he’s not physi¬ 
cal. He’s naturally wiry and quite 
slight.” 


Injury woe 
for Vallis 

SALISBURY’S ex-Eastleigh 
defender Jack Vallis has 
been ruled out for the 
Sydenhams Premier Division 
title run-in. 

Vallis suffered a hairline 
fracture to his left ankle in the 
Whites’ recent 4-1 win against 
Alresford Town. 

He opened the scoring in 
the game, but his joy soon 
turned to agony when he 
damaged ligaments and 
tendons as a result of a block 
tackle. 

“It’s unfortunate for Jack as 
he was doing well and he 
could have expected a run of 
games now, with games 
coming up thick and fast,” 
said Salisbury boss Steve 
Claridge. 

“We wish him well in his 
rehab.” 

Vallis joins another injured 
defender, Calum Brockway, 
on the sidelines for the 
remainder of the 2015/16 
campaign. 

Ex-Sholing and Folland 
Sports man Brockway 
suffered a dislocated 
shoulder in February. 

• A TEDIOUS 0-0 stalemate 
with lowly Wantage Town is 
not normally something to 
make a song and dance 
about. 

But, for Wimborne, a draw 
at Alfredian Park turned out 
to be priceless. 

With second-to-bottom 
Burnham gaining an unlikely 
1-0 win at AFC Totton, 
Wimborne’s point ensured 
they would live to fight 
another day in the Southern 
One South & West next 
season. 

While relieved to have 
reached safety, Wimborne 
boss Simon Browne admitted 
the Wantage game had been 
a forgettable affair. 

“We are mathematically 
safe,” he said. “But that’s no 
reason for us to take our foot 
off the gas. 

“The players have to prove 
that they want to be part of 
what we do next season. 

“It (the Wantage game) 
wasn’t a classic by any 
stretch of the imagination. 
“While I’m happy with the 
clean sheet, I’m a greedy 
so-and-so and I wanted to win 
and score some goals.” 



Jack Vallis, left. 
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Cup target 
for Priory 

CHRISTCHURCH’S immediate 
aim is securing FA Cup 
football next season - with 
promotion now a distant 
dream. 

With games running out, 
Priory, relegated from the 
Sydenhams Premier last 
season, stand little hope of 
catching Portland and 
Amesbury in the Division One 
promotion race. 

The more pressing matter is 
extending the club’s 17-year 
stint in England’s most 
lucrative cup competition 
with only those finishing 
fourth or above guaranteed 
their place. 

But assistant manager 
Chris Hart insisted his 
players would not fret over 
their bid to make the cut. 

“We’re not feeling any 
pressure,” he said. “Of 
course every club, manager, 
coach and player wants to be 
involved in the FA Cup, but 
we have a tough run-in. 

“For us, it is about taking it 
game by game. A lot of 
pressure has gone away now 
with the promotion picture as 
it is. 

“You never say never, but I 
think we have to start looking 
at next season in terms of 
going up.” 

• FOOTBALL FIXTURES: 
Monday, April 11 

VANARAMA NATIONAL 
LEAGUE SOUTH 
Sutton v Bishops Stortford. 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN 
LEAGUE 

Premier Division: Hitchin v 
Chesham. 

Division One South & West: 
Shortwood v Larkhall. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX 
LEAGUE 

Premier Division: Team 
Solent v Cowes Sports. 

Division One: US 
Portsmouth v Downton. 

PUMA ENGINEERING 
HAMPSHIRE PREMIER 
LEAGUE 

Senior Division: (6.30 kick¬ 
offs) Baffins Milton Rovers v 
Clanfield, Hedge End 
Rangers v Infinity, 

Otterbourne v Bush Hill. 

Tuesday, April 12 

VANARAMA NATIONAL 
LEAGUE 

Eastleigh v Barrow (free 
admission), Grimsby v 
Braintree, Guiseley v 
Wrexham, Kidderminster v FC 
Halifax, Macclesfield v Dover, 
Torquay v Altrincham. 

VANARAMA NATIONAL 
LEAGUE SOUTH 
Gosport v Basingstoke, 
Hemel Hempstead v St 
Albans, Truro v Weston-super- 
Mare, Whitehawk v Oxford 
City. 

HAMPSHIRE FA SENIOR CUP 
FINAL 

Winchester City v Havant & 
Waterlooville (at St Mary’s 
Stadium) Cont on facing page 


Non league FOOT 


Dolphins boss: Rival’s loss is our gain 


Another wheel on Boro bus 
falls off as JB says farewell 


Star striker tells 
Gosport he plans 
to depart soon 


Poole boss: Tommy Killick 


POOLE Town boss Tom Killick admitted 
he sympathised with sanction-hit pro¬ 
motion rivals Redditch United - despite 
their loss being the Dolphins’ gain. 

Title-chasing Redditch were this 
week deducted three Southern Premier 
points for fielding two suspended play¬ 
ers in their 3-1 win at St Neots in Febru¬ 
ary, which they will not appeal. 

That punishment, coupled with Poole’s 
4-0 win over Paulton Rovers on Tuesday, 
left Killick’s men needing nine points to 
guarantee winning the title and promo¬ 
tion. 

“I’m pleased it has been dealt with,” 


said Killick. “When all the top sides 
look at the league table, they can be re¬ 
assured it is the full picture. 

“A number of teams are in contention 
for the title and if our close rivals drop 
points, we will always find that of ben¬ 
efit.” 

Redditch denied breaches of the FA’s 
E10 rule - failure to comply with an au¬ 
tomatic suspension - but cases against 
the club and players Jim Mutton and 
Jazz Luckie were proven. 

The club was fined £250 and warned as 
to its future conduct, while both players 
were hit with £100 fines and two-match 


bans. 

“I have sympathy for Redditch’s play¬ 
ers and management,” added Killick. 

“It makes the league table look more 
favourable from our point of view, but 
there is still a lot to do.” 

Eastleigh-loanee Tony Lee was among 
the scorers in the Dolphins’ 4-0 success 
at Paulton. 

Luke Roberts had prised open the 
floodgates on 47 minutes, Marvin 
Brooks weighed in with a brace and Lee 
had the last word, volleying home after 
Steve Devlin had flicked on a ball over 
the top. 


GOSPORT Borough hearts 
have been broken this week 
by the news that star striker 
Justin Bennett plans to leave 
at the end of the season. 

Borough’s all-time record goalscor- 
er is no longer enjoying his football 
amid all the off-field problems that 
have plagued the Vanarama National 
League South club, writes Wendy 
Gee. 

The fans’ favourite tweeted: “It’s 
with great sadness that I announce 
that this season will be my last with 
@GosportBoroFC - I’ve had an amaz¬ 
ing 9 years at the club... but all good 
things come to an end! Made great 
friends and have wonderful memo¬ 
ries from my time #uptheborough”. 

Having put themselves in a great 
position to challenge for promotion, 
Gosport’s ambitions were thwarted 
when they were placed under a trans¬ 
fer embargo because of money owed 
to HM Revenue & Customs. 

That debt has since been paid in 
full, but the air of uncertainty sur¬ 
rounding the cash-strapped club has 
seen several players depart - includ¬ 
ing goalkeeper Nathan Ashmore, 
who was sold to Ebbsfleet United. 

Inevitably that has taken its toll 
on results with last weekend’s 1-0 re¬ 
verse at Hemel Hempstead making it 
five league defeats in a row. 

“All the problems at the club have 
become a bit too much,” admitted 
former Andover and Eastleigh man 
Bennett. 

“The last couple of months have 
been difficult for the players both on 
and off the pitch. 

“Not being able to sign players 
makes it very tough and that increas¬ 
es the pressure on those still here.” 

Bennett’s decision to announce his 
impending departure early is to alert 
clubs to his availability 

Ideally he would like to stay at 


Justin Bennett, left, in action for Gosport Borough. 


VNLS level and that could well spark 
renewed interest from neighbours 
Havant & Waterlooville, who had a 
bid turned down for him earlier in 
the season. 

“I still think I have a couple of 


good seasons left in me,” said Ben¬ 
nett, who topped the league’s scoring 
charts last term and has 20 goals to 
his name this season. 

“I would like to get it sorted so I can 
go off for the summer not having to 


worry about it.” 

Responding to the news, Gosport 
Borough FC tweeted: “You’ll always 
be a Boro’ legend @jbennett_10. Let’s 
hope for a great end to the season 
and send you off in style.” 
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Forbes had to think long and 
hard over Winchester move 



Andy Forbes during his Gosport Borough days 


Veteran is ready 
to help out with 
big play-off push 

ANDY Forbes had to think 
long and hard before decid¬ 
ing to make a comeback for 
Winchester City. 

But now he has taken the plunge, 
the Reading-based marksman is en¬ 
joying being part of City’s Southern 
One South & West play-off quest, 
writes Wendy Gee. 

At 36, Forbes’ best playing days are 
behind him but, like they say, class is 
permanent and it hasn’t taken long 
for his quality to shine through. 

It was 11 months ago that Forbes 
made his bow from Gosport Borough 
as a Hampshire FA Senior Cup win¬ 
ner at Fratton Park and, since then, 
his life has revolved around support¬ 
ing his family 

He’s a married man and a dad of 
two boys. 

“It’s all been work lately. I’m with 
an IT security firm and I’m in Lon¬ 
don most days,” he said. 

“My wife’s a wedding planner and 
normally works weekends. She had 
a baby around Christmas time and 
it was a case of good timing when I 
got the text from Dave (Malone, Win¬ 
chester’s director of football) telling 
me that a striker (Zach Glasspool) 
had moved on and that they’d only 
got two. 

‘Wasn’t fit enough’ 

“I had to think long and hard be¬ 
cause I knew I wasn’t fit enough and 
the older you get, the tougher it is, es¬ 
pecially on the hard, bobbly pitches 
at this time of year. 

“But there was only a month of the 
season to go and, although I’d been 
playing mainly in defence at Gosport, 
I did play a few games as a sub up 
front at the back end of last season 
and I thought I could still do a job if I 
was fit enough.” 

Tight calves 

Even in his Winchester heyday 
when Forbes scored 76 goals in that 
unforgettable FA Vase-winning sea¬ 
son of 2003/04, he always suffered 
with tight calves. 

That problem hasn’t gone away, but 
he is doing his best to remedy it. 

“My calves are tight, the same as 
they’ve been every pre-season,” he 
said. “I’ve had problems with them 
for years, but the fitter I get, the bet¬ 
ter they get, and I’ve been doing a 
crash course of fitness outside of 
football. I want to make sure I can get 
myself past 65 minutes. 

“My head’s there but my legs are a 
bit behind, but I’ll try and win some 
headers and do what I can to help 
Winchester get into the play-offs.” 

In many people’s eyes, Forbes was 


‘the one that got away’ in terms of 
landing a professional break, but 
a glittering non-League career has 
made up for it. 

Dream 

After winning the FA Vase with 
Winchester at Birmingham, he 
climbed the leagues with Eastleigh 
before realising his dream of a Wem¬ 
bley appearance with Gosport in the 
2014 FA Trophy final. 

“I’m really pleased with what I’ve 


done in non-League and it’s good to 
be back at Winchester,” he smiled. 

“I had some great times here and 
those memories influenced my deci¬ 
sion when Dave asked if I would help 
them out. 

“Things have changed here and 
they’ve done a lot of work on the 
ground which is a great credit to 
Dave and Paul (Murray, chairman).” 

Another of Forbes’s old stamping 
grounds, Eastleigh’s Silverlake Sta¬ 
dium, has changed beyond all recog¬ 


nition since those heady days when 
he scored 131 goals in his first 234 
Spitfires games. 

“I bumped into Jai Reason and 
Greener (Michael Green) a few 
weeks ago and they were telling me 
all about it,” he said. 

“I need to go and see for myself 
how much the ground’s improved 
and the crowds they’re getting there. 

“Eastleigh have moved to a differ¬ 
ent level now and all credit to (chair¬ 
man) Stewart Donald for that.” 


Football 

fixtures 

# Fixtures continued from 
page 13 

DORSET FA SENIOR CUP 
FINAL 

Gillingham Town v 
Weymouth (at Dorchester 
Town FC) 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN 
LEAGUE 

Premier Division: Bideford v 
Merthyr Town, Kettering v 
Leamington, Kings Lynn v 
Hungerford, Paulton v 
Cambridge City, Stratford v 
Poole Town. 

Division One South & West: 
AFC Totton v Cinderford, 
Bishops Cleeve v Evesham, 
Taunton v Tiverton. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX 
LEAGUE 

Premier Division: Alresford 
v AFC Portchester, Fawley 
AFC v Newport loW, 
Hamworthy Utd v Salisbury, 
Moneyfields v Fareham. 

Division One: Hythe & 
Dibden v AFC Stoneham, 
Pewsey Vale v Ringwood, 
Portland v Alton, Tadley 
Calleva v Andover NS 
SALISBURY HOSPITAL CUP 
Shrewton v Laverstock & 
Ford. 


Wednesday, April 13 

SOUTHAMPTON SENIOR 
CUP FINAL 

Blackfield & Langley v Team 
Solent. 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN 
LEAGUE 

Premier Division: Frome v 
Dunstable. 

Division One South & West: 
Larkhall v Shortwood, North 
Leigh v Wimborne. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX 
LEAGUE 

Premier Division: 
Brockenhurst v Lymington 
Town, Verwood v Bemerton 
HH, Whitchurch v Follands. 

Division One: Amesbury v 
Totton & Eling. 

PUMA ENGINEERING 
HAMPSHIRE PREMIER 
LEAGUE 

Senior Division: Bush Hill v 
Baffins Milton Rovers (6.30), 
Infinity v Locks Heath (at 
Lymington Town FC, 7.45), 
Liss v Clanfield (7.45), 
Winchester Castle v Hedge 
End Rangers (6.30). 

Combination East: 

Fleetland v Hayling Utd 
(6.30). 

Thursday, April 14 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN 
LEAGUE 

Premier Division: 
Cambridge City v 
Chippenham, Kettering v 
Bedworth. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX 
LEAGUE 

Premier Division: Horndean 
v Salisbury, Newport ioW v 
Fareham (8.00) 

NORTH HANTS SENIOR 
CUP 

Semi-final: Tadley Calleva v 
Fleet Town. 
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Non league FOOT 




Jesse Waller-Lassen 


Students edge through to second final 


TEAM Solent are through to their sec¬ 
ond cup final of the season - but they so 
nearly missed the boat. 

With full-time approaching at Fawc¬ 
ett’s Field on Tuesday they still trailed 
to Alex Godfrey’s 12th-minute volley 
for Division One underdogs Portland 
United in the Sydenhams League Cup 
semi-final. 

But cometh the hour, cometh the man 
and it was top scorer Jesse Waller-Las¬ 
sen who forced the tie into extra-time 
before Matt Sheedy gloriously settled 
matters 2-1 in the Students’ favour. 

“We left it late to say the least!” said de¬ 
lighted Solent boss James Taylor. 

“We were in control second half and 
had one goal disallowed for offside, 
which was touch and go, and Portland 
defended well in fairness. 

“But we were knocking on the door 


for a long time and, when it came, the 
equaliser was a bit of a scramble really. 
We had a few shots on goal which the 
keeper saved and the ball came out to 
Jesse on the edge of the box and it took 
a slight deflection on its way in.” 

It was sub Martin Johnson, the man 
whose earlier ‘goal’ had been disal¬ 
lowed, who set up the winner, laying the 
ball off for the elated Sheedy to tap in. 

Solent, already through to the South¬ 
ampton Senior Cup final against Black- 
field & Langley at St Mary’s on Wednes¬ 
day (April 13,7.30pm), now have another 
big date to look forward to. 

They will take on Newport IoW in the 
SLC final at Salisbury FC on Monday, 
May 2 - not bad for a side enjoying their 
first season in the Wessex top flight. 

“This season is beyond everything we 
expected,” smiled Taylor. “It’s an amaz¬ 


ing effort from the lads. 

“We weren’t good in the first half 
on Tuesday, but the effort we put in in 
the second half typified what we’re all 
about.” 

Despite their disappointment, Port¬ 
land - fresh up from the Dorset Premier 
League - can reflect on a memorable cup 
run. 

They dispensed with Premier Division 
trio Horndean, Moneyfields and Bemer- 
ton Heath Harlequins on their way to 
the last four. 

Newport IoW booked their place in the 
final with a 2-0 win over Brockenhurst 
at Sholing’s Silverlake Arena on Mon¬ 
day. 

Joe Butcher struck midway through 
the first half for the Islanders and the 
result was sealed with a late header 
from defender Scott Sampson. 


The team coach runs out of 
ideas in more ways than one 


Totton transport 
stuck before even 
getting to game 



AFC Totton’s team coach gets stuck trying to turn a tight corner 


THERE were problems on the 
road for AFC Totton in more 
ways than one on Tuesday 
night! 

The Stags may have left Shortwood 
United feeling slightly short-changed 
with a 5-3 loss, but the club’s issues 
had started before even making it to 
Meadowbank. 

Their team coach became the talk 
of the Gloucestershire town of Nails- 
worth after blocking the main road 
to the ground for at least four hours 
when the driver got it stuck trying to 
turn a tight corner. 

Manager Steve Hollick and his play¬ 
ers had to walk the final mile down 
the winding roads to the ground. 

The driver of the Airlynx Express 
coach eventually managed to free it 
at around 9.45pm with the assistance 
of locals, the police and a towing ve¬ 
hicle! 

‘His worst mistake’ 

The incident made headlines in the 
Stroud News & Journal with one lo¬ 
cal telling The Pink’s sister paper: 
“The driver tried to dislodge the bus 
by rising the suspension and that 
was his worst mistake. Now he can’t 
go forwards or backwards. 

“The front end is sitting on stones 
that lead you down a hill to horses 
and the back end is stuck on the slope 
of the road.” 

Shortwood themselves were a big 
help to Totton in their time of need, 
laying on a minibus to ferry the play¬ 
ers back to the coach after a thrilling 
rollercoaster of a game. 

“Shortwood were brilliant,” said 


Hollick.” They could have just left 
us stranded, but they put on a mini¬ 
bus to take us back to the coach and 
one of the guys associated with 
the club was a mechanic and went 
along to help. 

“It’s good to know there are still 
such nice people involved in foot¬ 
ball.” 

On the pitch, Shortwood went into 
the break with a 1-0 lead after Nick 
Humphreys had headed the ball 
past Steve Mowthorpe while the 


rest of the Totton defence argued 
over a previous incident. 

The second half was far more 
eventful with Shortwood scoring 
two quick headers, both from cor¬ 
ners, to go 3-0 up in the first five 
minutes. Then the Totton fightback 
began. 

Dylan Knight’s inch-perfect 
through-ball to Neil Williams gave 
the midfielder the opportunity to 
guide it into the far corner and it 
quickly became 3-2 when Mike Gos- 


ney cut through the Shortwood 
midfield and crossed for Nathaniel 
Sherborne to score. 

The Stags’ comeback was com¬ 
pleted when Williams was awarded 
a penalty after being fouled by in¬ 
coming goalkeeper Tom King. Gos- 
ney’s finish from the spot looked 
like earning the away side at least 
a point with 15 minutes left. 

But two wonder strikes from 
Shortwood’s Jake Lee and Nick 
Peare put the game to bed. 


# Fixtures continued from 
page 15 

Saturday, April 16 

VANARAMA NATIONAL 
LEAGUE 

Aldershot v Boreham Wood, 
Bromley v Torquay, 

Cheltenham v FC Halifax, 
Chester v Welling, Dover v 
Grimsby, Eastleigh v 
Altrincham, Forest Green v 
Woking, Gateshead v Braintree, 
Kidderminster v Barrow, 
Macclesfield v Guiseley, 
Southport v Lincoln, Tranmere 
v Wrexham. 

VANARAMA NATIONAL 
LEAGUE SOUTH 

Bath City v Eastbourne, 
Bishops Stortford v Margate, 
Chelmsford v Gosport 
Borough, Dartford v 
Basingstoke, Hayes & Yeading 
v Concord, Hemel Hempstead 
v Oxford City, St Albans v 
Havant & Waterlooville, Sutton 
v Ebbsfleet, Truro v Maidstone, 
Wealdstone v Maidenhead, 
Weston-super-Mare v 
Whitehawk. 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN 
LEAGUE 

Premier Division: Bedworth v 
Dorchester, Biggleswade v 
Hitchin, Cirencester v 
Leamington, Hungerford v 
Frome, Kettering v Bideford, 
Paulton v Histon, Poole Town v 
Dunstable, Redditch v 
Chippenham, Slough v Kings 
Lynn, St Neots v Chesham, 
Stratford v Cambridge City, 
Weymouth v Merthyr. 

Division One South & West: 
AFC Totton v Swindon 
Supermarine, Bashley v 
Burnham, Bridgwater v 
Shortwood, Cinderford v 
Mangotsfield, Didcotv 
Tiverton, Evesham v North 
Leigh, Slimbridge v Wimborne, 
Taunton v Marlow, Wantage v 
Bishops Cleeve, Winchester 
City v Larkhall, Yate v Banbury. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX 
LEAGUE 

Premier Division: Alresford v 
Blackfield & Langley, Bemerton 
v AFC Portchester, 
Bournemouth Poppies v Cowes 
Sports, Fareham v Verwood, 
Fawley v Moneyfields, 
Hamworthy Utd v Horndean, 
Lymington Town v Andover 
Town, Salisbury v 
Brockenhurst, Sholing v 
Folland Sports, Whitchurch v 
Newport IoW. 

Division One: Fleet Spurs v 
Amesbury, New Milton v 
Pewsey Vale, Portland v 
Laverstock & Ford, Ringwood v 
Hythe & Dibden, Romsey v AFC 
Stoneham, Tadley Calleva v 
East Cowes Vies, US 
Portsmouth v Christchurch. 

PUMA ENGINEERING 
HAMPSHIRE PREMIER LEAGUE 

Senior Division: Baffins 
Milton Rovers v Locks Heath, 
Clanfield v Paulsgrove, Hamble 
Club v Stockbridge, Hedge End 
Rangers v Liphook, Infinity v 
Overton, Liss v Bush Hill, 
Otterbourne v Headley Utd, QK 
Southampton v Winchester 
Castle. 

Division One: Lyndhurst v 
Four Marks, Upham v Netley 
Central Sports. 

Combination Division 
Championship play-off 

Hamble Club Res v Liss 
Athletic Res (at Fleetlands FC, 
2.30) 

Combination East: AFC 
Petersfield v Liphook. 
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Familiar faces gather for big 
charity football fundraiser 


Stars take time 
out to raise cash 
for cancer cause 

HAMPSHIRE’S non-League 
stars descended on AFC Tot- 
ton’s Testwood Stadium in 
aid of charity. 

It was the first time that the South¬ 
ampton area had taken up the gaunt¬ 
let for Football for Cancer and, on 
the evidence of their first attempt, it 
to won’t be the last. 

The charity organisation has been 
operating in Portsmouth for around 
seven years, but, with local football 
man Ben Kneller and Hamble Club 
manager Scott Marchant at the 
helm, Southampton organised their 
very own football charity bonanza. 

Players from up and down Hamp¬ 
shire’s non-League pyramid took to 
the Stags home pitch for a double- 
header of friendlies to help raise 
cash for cancer charities. 

The likes of former Reading and 
Eastleigh midfielder Brian Howard, 
as well as a large chunk of Sholing’s 
FA Vase-winning side, pulled on spe¬ 
cially made kits at the Easter Sun¬ 
day fundraiser. 

The teams were named after rela¬ 
tives and friends of the group who 
had lost their life through cancer. 






FOOTBALL FOR CANCER: A who’s who of non-League football turned out at AFC Totton for the charity event 


Hero Zac 
a winner 

ZAK Pickett was the unlikely 
hero for Romsey Town as 
they defeated Ringwood 
Town 1-0 in a hard-fought 
game at the Bypass Ground. 

Looking to rectify matters 
after last Saturday’s 2-0 
Sydenhams One defeat away 
at Stoneham, Town pressed 
hard and were eventually 
reward as defender Pickett 
drilled the ball into the far 
corner to bag his first of the 
season and for the club. 

After the game, manager 
Andy Samuels admitted it 
wasn’t his team’s best 
showing, nor the most 
entertaining football match at 
Romsey this season, but was 
pleased. 

“It was nice that on this 
occasion we did get a 
breakthrough goal when we 
were on top and in control,” 
he said. 

“Credit to Zak for getting 
his goal. It was a great finish 
especially as I don’t 
remember him ever using his 
left foot! 

“He deserves it because 
he’s been one of the most 
committed lads at the club 
this season. 

“Once again we had trouble 
with the squad as we had 
players unwell, injured and 
working and I think we will 
have similar problems right 
up until the end of the 
season. 

“Big thanks goes to Sam 
Gristwood and Owen Lock 
who have missed a lot of the 
season as they have both 
been away at university and 
they were splendid coming 
back into the side. 

“Will Wiseman again was 
unbelievable alongside Zak. 

It was a shame our front 
players couldn’t take some 
chances we had in the 
second half but the important 
thing was we won and we did 
grind out the game.” 

Matt Game, who captained 
the side in place of the rested 
Dan Fox, said: “The manager 
has talked about grinding out 
results and showing some 
toughness, and I think we’ve 
done that tonight so we are 
obviously really pleased with 
the result. 

“ I was very happy to be 
given the armband too, which 
was a great feeling.” 

• FORMER Poole Town 
loanee Joe Quigley bagged a 
hat-trick - and missed a 
penalty - as Cherries under- 
21s beat Reading 3-0 in 
midweek. 

The 19-year-old striker, who 
has had loan spells with 
National League trio Torquay, 
Wrexham and Woking this 
season, netted twice in the 
first half before completing 
his treble after the break. 

Quigley also saw his 
second-minute spot kick 
saved after Jordan Lee had 
been brought down. 
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Hampshire Cricket 2016 



Hampshire are looking forward to their first season under James Vince’s captaincy in all formats. This is the 13-man squad for the opening game at home to 
Warwickshire from Sunday: Carberry, Alsop, Vince, Smith, Dawson, Ervine, Wheater, McLaren, Wood, Crane, Edwards, Tomlinson, Topley. (Pic: Chris Moorhouse) 


Crane’s ready for all conditions 



Mason Crane (centre) appeals for a wicket at the U19s World Cup in March 


MASON Crane admits his main pre¬ 
season focus has been on showing he 
is worth his place in April. 

Crane acknowledges that early-sea- 
son conditions will make it difficult 
to make it into Hampshire’s team this 
month, writes Simon Walter. 

The 19 year-old, who played his first 
three first-class appearances last 
July/August, said: “I’ve been work¬ 
ing hard to be a bowler who can bowl 
in April. 

“Bowling leg spin in England, some 
games just aren’t going to be for me. 

“But the harder I work the more 
games I’ll get selected for. The chal¬ 
lenge is to not just bowl later in the 
year. 

“I want to play as many games as I 
can.” 

Crane took seven wickets at 23.8 
during what was a disappointing U19 
World Cup for England in February. 

But it was another big step along 
the learning curve, in unfamiliar 
conditions in Bangladesh. 

Crane continued to impressed dur¬ 
ing Hampshire’s pre-season tour of 
Barbados and in taking 4-89 against 
Cardiff MCCU earlier this week, a 
match which also featured a career- 
best 24 not out. 

So much so that Hampshire coach 
Dale Benkenstein described him as 
“world class” at the county’s annual 
press day on Thursday 

All eyes will be on Crane when he 
makes his first Championship ap¬ 
pearance of the season, having burst 
on to the scene with 4-72 on debut 
against Durham last July, before tak¬ 
ing 5-35 against Warwickshire to kick 
start Hampshire’s Great Escape. 


“It’s a different challenge to last 
year, but is another I’ll try and em¬ 
brace,” he said. 

Former Hampshire slow left-armer 
Darren Flint has been a big influence 
on Crane and will be even more of a 
sounding board as Hampshire’s new 
full-time spin coach. 

“It’s great to have a specialist spin 


coach, we’re lucky in that regard,” 
said Crane. “Flinty’s been really im¬ 
portant as have Raj [Maru] and Peter 
Such and Ian Salisbury in the Eng¬ 
land set-up.” 

It is the consistency of Crane’s 
stock delivery, the big spinning 
leg-break, that has stood out in pre¬ 
season, as he prepares to live up to 


expectations after his stunning in¬ 
troduction to the first-class stage. 

But, like the most famous of Hamp¬ 
shire leg spinners, Crane is not 
averse to new tricks. 

“You can never have too many de¬ 
liveries,” he smiles. “Shane Warne 
developed his as his career went on 
so there’s no rush just yet...” 


McLaren's 
relishing a 
full season 

OVERSEAS signing Ryan 
McLaren believes Hampshire 
are ready to build on their 
Great Escape. 

The former Kent and South 
Africa all-rounder was 
something of a talisman last 
year. 

McLaren contributed 
important runs and wickets 
after arriving in September 
for the last four matches - two 
of which Hampshire won to 
stay up by just two points. 

The 33 year-old took 7-114 
and made 30 on debut as 
Hampshire won by seven 
wickets at Durham. 

After a draw at Somerset 
and defeat at home to 
champions Yorkshire, the 
odds were stacked against 
Hampshire. 

McLaren’s vital 52 in a 123- 
run ninth-wicket stand with 
Gareth Berg, followed by a 
2-22 with the ball, helped 
secure a remarkable win 
against Notts at Trent Bridge 
that kept Hampshire up once 
Sussex were beaten by 
Yorkshire. 

But he does not want a 
repeat. 

“I thoroughly enjoyed the 
last month of last season, but 
it’s not ideal to be needing 
favours from other counties 
to stay up,” he said. 

“We’ve learnt lessons from 
that, we want to start 
competing in the top half, if 
not at the top. 

“Relegation should not be 
in anyone’s mind, we have to 
prepare mentally for what will 
be hard cricket. 

“Yorkshire have achieved 
their success through the 
depth in their bowling and we 
have a bit of balance with 
Reece Topley coming in. 

“Brad Wheal is in the wings 
and quite exciting and the 
control Mason Crane has 
shown bodes well. 

“We’ll aim to get 400 as 
often as possible and if we 
achieve that we’ll put 
ourselves in good positions. 

McLaren is available for all 
formats but is likely to be 
rested during the T20 Blast, 
which begins against 
Middlesex at Uxbridge on 
May 27, following the signings 
of Darren Sammy and Shahid 
Afridi. 

“It’s a long season,” he 
said. “Sammy and Shahid will 
be a strength for the team.” 



Ryan McLaren 
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The most 
bitter fueds in 
cricket... 


Reece: Signing for H 


SUNDAY’S ICC World Twenty20 final 
saw the continuation of a running feud 
between West Indies batsman Marlon 
Samuels and England all-rounder Ben 
Stokes. 

Samuels hit 85 not out from 66 balls 
before watching from the non-striker’s 
end as Stokes, the man whose 
dismissal he memorably saluted in last 
year’s Test series in the Caribbean, was 
taken for four straight sixes by Carlos 
Brathwaite to seal the Windies’ four- 
wicket win. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at some 
of cricket’s other bitter rivalries - 
starting with a familiar face... 

MARLON SAMUELS v 
SHANE WARNE 

Stokes is a relative newcomer in the 
sights of a man who admits 
confrontation is “what I thrive on”. 

The bad blood between Samuels and 
former Hampshire skipper Warne dates 
back to the 2012-13 Big Bash League 
and an ugly on-field confrontation 
which began with an exchange of words 
and spiralled as Warne’s throw struck 
Samuels. 

The West Indian threw his bat down 
the wicket and Warne circled his hand 
beside his head in a “you’re crazy” 
gesture. 



Shane Warne has had a running 
fued with Marlon Samuels. 


The former Australia spinner has 
continued to criticise Samuels while 
commentating, including in the World 
T20 semi-final, and Samuels responded 
by collecting the man of the match 
trophy in the final and announcing: 

“This is for Shane Warne.” 

IAN BOTHAM v IAN 
CHAPPELL 

Even Samuels has a way to go to 
match the enduring hostility between 
the great Ashes rivals. 

Botham reacted angrily when, playing 
in Australia on a youth scholarship, he 
heard Chappell bragging in a bar of 
Australia’s superiority over England 
and responded by punching him, 
knocking him over a table and then 
chasing after him outside where he 
hurdled the bonnet of a car to continue 
the pursuit. 

The feud has not dimmed over the 
years, with the pair reportedly almost 
coming to blows in the Adelaide Oval 
car park during the 2010-11 Ashes. 

KEVIN PIETERSEN v 
ANDREW STRAUSS 

continued on facing page 


WITHIN a week of receiv¬ 
ing his runner-up medal at 
the World T20 final, Reece 
Topley is preparing to make 
his Hampshire debut in the 
Specsavers County Cham¬ 
pionship. 

There can be no bigger cricketing 
culture shock than going from that 
unforgettable defeat against the 
West Indies - which was watched 
by a tumultuous crowd of 66,000 at 
Eden Gardens, Kolkata - to the start 
of the English domestic season. 

But it is one that Topley is relish¬ 
ing, writes Simon Walter. 

With the start of this latest chap¬ 
ter in his career almost underway 
(if he does not play against War¬ 
wickshire at The Ageas Bowl on 
Sunday he will surely face York¬ 
shire at Headingley next week) it 
is quite something to consider the 
experience Topley has gained since 
his move to Hampshire was con¬ 
firmed on September 1. 

The 6ft 7in left-armer had been 
an England international less than 
24 hours, having made his debut 
in the post-Ashes T20 win against 
Australia at Cardiff on August 31. 

He has since played another 15 
internationals - and is only just 22. 

“I’ve learnt more over the last 
nine months than in the rest of my 
career,” he says, showing no sign 
of weariness after a day fulfilling 
numerous interview requests at 
Hampshire’s pre-season presser. 

“I feel very blessed to have had 
the opportunity so young. I’m liv¬ 
ing the dream, sometimes I have to 
pinch myself.” 

With 16 wickets at 25.6 in ten ODIs, 
including 4-50 to help put England 
2-0 up against South Africa in Port 
Elizabeth two months ago, Topley 
has already made his mark on the 
big stage in the 50-over format. 

The 3-24 he took in his second T20 
international against Pakistan in 
November helped England win the 
first of three short-form matches 
in the UAE, a run of games which 
ended with his Hampshire captain 
James Vince named man of the se¬ 
ries. 

“I like to think I’ve taken my op¬ 
portunities in the one-day format,” 
continues Topley, who did not enjoy 
such a happy time of it at the World 
T20. 

Dropped after conceding 22 from 
2.1 overs against the West Indies 
and then 33 from two against South 
Africa three weeks ago, Topley has 
experienced the reality of life as a 
T20 bowler. 

“It hasn’t gone exactly as I would 
have liked,” he admits. 

“I’ve learnt all sorts from a game 
scenario; how to counteract a domi¬ 
nant batsman when bowling at 
world-class players like [AB] de Vil- 
liers, Afridi and Shoaib Malik, and 
from experiencing powerplays and 
death bowling. 

“It’s tough but the skill is to turn 
bad days into average days.” 

The battering that Topley took 
against South Africa ended with 



Reece Topley in Hampshire’s T20 kit at Hampshire Cricket’s photocall on Thursday (Picture: Chris Moorhouse) 



Reece Topley after conceding successive sixes against South Africa’s JP Duminy at the World Twenty20 on March 18 


Joe Root-inspired England chasing 
down 230 on an enthralling night at 
Mumbai’s Wankhede Stadium. 

But disappointment for Topley 
soon followed. 

“In the first two games the plans I 
tried to execute didn’t really work 
and I lost my place in the side. 


“I’ve never had a setback like that, 
it’s the first time in my career I’ve 
not been selected for a team and I 
didn’t like it. 

“Being a part of that trip and 
sharing in the boys’ success was 
great, but when I was in my hotel 
room in India it played on my mind 


what I could have done differently 
in the two games I did play. 

“But, as [England coach] Trevor 
Bayliss would say, I got up the next 
morning and was still breathing. 

“The beauty of being young 
means I’ll hopefully I’ll get more 
opportunities.” 
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lants is a Top move 



England’s Reece Topley appeals for Ibw against South Africa’s Hashim Amla before finishing with 4-50 in Port 
Elizabeth on February 6 (AP Photo/Deryck Foster). 



Reece Topley reacts after conceding runs in the fourth ODI against South Africa in Johannesburg on February 12 


With England’s next white-ball 
matches two-and-a-half months 
away, Hampshire can look for¬ 
ward to having Topley for up to 
five Championship matches (after 
Warwickshire’s visit) as well as 
the start of their Natwest T20 Blast 
and Royal London One-Day Cup 
campaigns. 


“Hampshire and myself are a 
good fit,” says Topley 
“Hampshire have had a lot of suc¬ 
cess in the white-ball format and 
hopefully I can help keep it that 
way. 

“I also want to develop as a four- 
day cricketer and Hampshire are 
developing in that form of the 


game. 

“We have a have similar ambition 
and it’s a side I’ve admired for a 
while. 

“Having played against them I 
know what sort of characters they 
have and how hard they are to 
beat.” 

Topley, whose dad Don took 336 


first-class wickets at 28 for Essex 
from 1985-94, says deciding to move 
to Hampshire was surprisingly 
easy 

“It’s a big move, I captained Essex 
under 8s and obviously my father 
played for them too. 

“It was harder for him, he had 
sleepless nights about it because 
I’d grown up playing there. 

“But I’m quite unemotional and 
maybe naive because I’m young 
and had no qualms about leaving. 

“I’m very career driven and me 
being here is the better for my Eng¬ 
land chances.” 

Topley, who has taken 125 wick¬ 
ets at 25.78 in the 31 first-class 
matches he played, is relishing the 
prospect of playing for Hampshire 
alongside the likes of former Essex 
teammate Adam Wheater as well 
of course as Vince and Dawson. 

“Having three players who can 
share the experience and mindset 
of Eoin Morgan and Trevor Bay- 
liss’s brand of cricket can only be 
a good thing,” continued Woolston- 
based Topley, who is effusive when 
his captain’s name is mentioned. 

Topley was part of an Essex at¬ 
tack that conceded a 222-ball 240 to 
Vince two years ago, in a 470-run 
defeat at The Ageas Bowl. 

“Vincey is the hardest English 
batsman I’ve bowled against in any 
form of cricket. 

“It’s a bonus to be in the same 
side, he’ll have a long career with 
England and Hampshire. 

“I’ve spent a lot of time with him 
on England programmes but never 
thought the day would come when I 
was speaking to him as my captain! 

“He’s a very fast learner and has 
so much experience already” 

So too has Liam Dawson, whose 
stellar winter with the England Li¬ 
ons was rewarded with a surprise 
call-up to the World T20 squad. 

“Daws’ is an exceptional crick¬ 
eter, a brilliant batsman and his 
spin’s come on leaps and bounds,” 
continues Topley 

“When he came to Essex last year 
I couldn’t believe he wasn’t in the 
Hampshire side. 

“We never imagined we’d be play¬ 
ing together the following season 
but as soon as he came back he did 
really well. Daws is that sort of guy, 
he’s feisty 

“You can throw him the ball at 
any stage and he can come up 
trumps, whether it’s turning or 
not, because he’s a battler.” 

As Topley’s last pre-season inter¬ 
view comes to a close, his new-ball 
partnership with the skiddier Fidel 
Edwards draws near. 

It is a genuinely exciting pros¬ 
pect. 

Whether Hampshire have enough 
strength in depth to mount a seri¬ 
ous challenge for the title is doubt¬ 
ful. 

But as Topley leaves he raises that 
tantalising thought, joking that the 
right arm that was to feature a tat¬ 
too of the World T20 silverware 
may yet bear an inked image of the 
Specsavers County Championship 
trophy. 


The most 
bitter fueds in 
cricket... 

from facing page 

Even within the same team, 
disagreements can take hold. Pietersen 
admitted sending “provocative” texts 
about his then captain Strauss to 
opposing South Africa players in 2012, 
a key factor when his often 
controversial England career was 
ended shortly after the 2013-14 Ashes 
tour. Strauss had graduated to the role 
of ECB director by 2015 and had the 
decisive say when Pietersen responded 
to speculation over a possible 
international recall by scoring a triple¬ 
century for Surrey - a “massive trust 
issue” meant the door stayed firmly 
closed on Pietersen. 

HAROLD LARWOOD v 
DON BRADMAN 

Larwood was the foremost weapon in 
England captain Douglas Jardine’s 
“Bodyline” attack during the 
tempestuous 1933 Ashes series, with 
Bradman Australia’s star batsman. 
There were also other disputes - 
Larwood believed Bradman had edged 
him to the keeper before getting off the 
mark in his then world record 334 at 
Headingley in a previous series in 1930, 
a claim he repeated in the press as late 
at 1980, when Bradman responded by 
claiming he did not make contact with 



Kevin Pietersen had a long running 
fued with Andrew Strauss. 

the ball that saw him caught behind at 
the Oval in that series and also claimed 
Larwood sometimes “threw” the ball 
with an illegal bent-elbow action. 

MIKE GATTING v 
SHAKOOR RANA 

The famous picture showing Gatting 
furiously jabbing his finger towards the 
umpire, during the second Test of 
England’s 1987 series against Pakistan 
in Faisalabad, came about after Rana 
accused the England captain of moving 
fielder David Capel without the 
batsman’s knowledge - Gatting insisted 
he had informed Salim Malik. Rana 
refused to resume play until Gatting 
apologised, causing a full day to be lost 
from the Test. Gatting admitted in 2010: 
“In some ways it was good for cricket 
because neutral umpires came in 
immediately after that episode.” 

DARRELL HAIR v 
MUTTIAH 
M U RALITH ARAN 

The Australian umpire received death 
threats after he repeatedly no-balled 
Muralitharan for throwing in 1995 but 
he continued to question the Sri Lanka 
spinner’s action until the end of 
Muralitharan’s career. 
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Hampshire 2016 


Back row (from left to right): Adam 
Wheater, Chris Wood, Joe Weatherley, 
Reece Topley, Ryan McLaren, Mason 
Crane, Lewis McManus. 


Middle: Brad Taylor, Brad Wheal, Ryan 
Stevenson, Tom Alsop, Fidel Edwards. 


Front: Will Smith, Michael Carberry, 
Jimmy Adams, James Vince (captain), 
Sean Ervine, James Tomlinson, Liam 
Dawson. 
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Hampshire 

Cricket 

fixtures 

2016 

APRIL 

4-6 Cardiff MCCU (h) draw 
10-13 Warwickshire (h) SCC 
17-20 Yorkshire (a) SCC 

MAY 

1-4 Middlesex (h) SCC 
8-11 Lancashire (a) SCC 

22- 25 Nottinghamshire (h) SCC 
27 Middlesex (Uxbridge) T20 
29 Middlesex (a, TBC) SCC 

JUNE 

2 Kent (h) T20 

3 Glamorgan (a) T20 
5 Essex (h) RLODC 

7 Middlesex (Radlett CC) 
RLODC 

8 Kent (a) T20 (f) 

14 Gloucestershire (a) RLODC 
(f) 

15 Surrey (h) RLODC (f) 

17 Sussex (h) T20 (f) 

19 Somerset (a) T20 

24 Essex (a) T20 (f) 

25 Gloucestershire (h) T20 
26-29 Somerset (h) SCC 

JULY 

1 Surrey (a) T20 (f) 

3- 6 Durham (a) SCC 
8 Essex (h) T20 (f) 

10-13 Warwickshire (a) SCC 
14 Glamorgan (h) T20 (f) 

17-20 Surrey (h) SCC 
22 Middlesex (h) T20 (f) 

26 Kent (h) RLODC (f) 

27 Sussex (a) RLODC (f) 

29 Somerset (h) T20 (f) 

31 Glamorgan (Swansea) 
RLODC 

AUGUST 

2 Somerset (h) RLODC (f) 

4- 7 Lancashire (h) SCC 
8-11 T20 quarter-finals 

13-16 Nottinghamshire (a) SCC 
17-18 RLODC quarter-finals 

20 T20 Finals Day (Edgbaston) 

23- 26 Somerset (a) SCC 
31-3 Yorkshire (h) SCC 

SEPTEMBER 
6-9 Surrey (a) SCC 
17 RLODC final 
20-23 Durham (h) SCC 

Key 

SCC: Specsavers County 
Championship 
T20: Natwest T20 Blast 
RLODC: Royal London One-Day Cup 
(f): Floodlit 
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Main talking 
points ahead 
of new term 


County cricket ii 



Hamish Rutherford, who has returned to Derbyshire, takes a spectacular catch against England in Dunedin in 2013. 



Australia’s John Hastings, who has returned to Durham this season, celebrates dismissing Kevin Pietersen in an ODI 


THE England and Wales Cricket 
Board has been busy over the winter, 
announcing major changes to domestic 
cricket. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at the 
three main talking points ahead of the 
new county season. 

1. Away captain to 
decide on the toss 

The most significant talking point of 
the season will centre on the change of 
rules regarding the coin toss before 
play. 

For the uninitiated that sounds 
remarkably dull. For cricket fans it is a 
gold mine of debate. So what is it? 

In a nutshell the away captain will get 
to choose if he wants to bowl before the 
toss is even conducted. 

If it’s a green seamer - as you expect 
early in the season - it’s likely he’ll take 
up the new option to bowl. If not the 
toss will go ahead as normal. 

The rule change was announced last 
November and will be trialled this 
season. It’s significant because cricket 
has always started with a toss, but also 
because it is seen as a way to provide 
spinners with greater opportunity to 
prosper. 

When the ECB’s nine-man Cricket 
Committee signed off on the rule 
change last November they did so after 
viewing a statistic that revealed 
spinners bowled just 21.5% of overs in 
county cricket in 2015. 

In a statement after the 
announcement chairman of the CDC 
Peter Wright said: “We have come to 
the conclusion that the only way to 
bring spin bowlers more into the game 
is to provide better pitches for them to 
bowl on.” 

It is hoped the change will not just 
help spinners. The idea is pitches will 
be produced to last four days which 
would benefit batsmen and maybe also 
allow reverse swing for the seamers. 

Whether any of these things happen 
at all will determine if the initiative lasts 
beyond its trial or even go further. The 
idea did start to get some traction 
during last year’s Ashes after all. 

2. Is the NatWest T20 
Blast any good? 

This one isn’t going to go away any 
time soon. The vocal consensus is that 
the ECB is missing a trick by not 
franchising their T20 competition. 

Comparing the competition with the 
successfully-franchised Indian Premier 
League and Big Bash League is a 
fraught exercise, but what is certain is 
it captures nowhere near the same level 
of interest in its current 18-county form. 

How the ECB change that is a debate 
that has been recycled over and over in 
cricket circles without any obvious 
answer. 

Satisfying 18 counties is the most 
significant hurdle to the T20 revolution 
many have called for, as to perhaps is 
the TV deal that runs until 2019. 

The ECB have re-packaged the 
competition only to see most ideas 
shelved and, in some instance, revisited 
again. 

This season’s Blast will run over three 
months, a format the ECB has in effect 
conceded does not work after 
announcing the 2017 competition will 
run from July to mid-August. 

Continued on facing page 


HERE, the Sports Pink looks 
at the major close season 
comings and goings among 
the 18 first-class counties. 

Derbyshire 

Hamish Rutherford is back in the 
east Midlands after an impressive 
first season with Derbyshire in 
2015. 

He averaged 37.22 in five Cham¬ 
pionship appearances, but is avail¬ 
able for the entire 2016 summer 
across all three formats. 

The opening batsman has played 
16 Tests - averaging just under 27 - 
and also represented New Zealand 
in both ODI and T20 cricket. 

Rutherford will be joined by two 
other Kiwis this year. 

Batsman Neil Broom, who has 
played 22 ODIs and 10 T20s for the 
Kiwis, will be available across all 
formats. 

He can play in the same Cham¬ 
pionship team as Rutherford as he 
holds a UK passport. 

A third Kiwi, Jimmy Neesham, 
has been signed for the T20 Blast. 

A big loss to Derbyshire, though, 
has been seam bowler Mark Footit. 

He rejected a new contract in fa¬ 
vour of joining Surrey on a four- 
year deal. 

The left-arm paceman left the 
County Ground 12 months early 
after a compensation package was 
agreed. 

Footitt spent five years with Der¬ 
byshire following his release from 
home county Nottinghamshire in 
2009. 

The 29-year-old took 251 wickets 
at an average of 25, including 14 
five-wicket hauls, in 64 first-class 
matches for the county while also 
making 47 limited-overs appear¬ 
ances. 

He rose to prominence over the 
last two campaigns, claiming 158 of 
his first-class victims in that time 
to earn a call-up to England’s Ashes 
squad for the fourth Test against 
Australia. 

In: Hamish Rutherford (New Zealand), 

Neil Broom (New Zealand, UK passport), 

Andy Carter (Nottinghamshire), Matt 
Critchley (Academy), Will Davis (Academy), 
Rob Hemmings (Academy), Tom Milnes 
(Warwickshire), Harry White (Academy), 

Jimmy Neesham (New Zealand) 

Out: Jonathan Clare (released), Mark Footitt 
(Surrey), David Wainwright (released), Wayne 
White (released). 

Specsavers County Championship overseas 
signings: Hamish Rutherford (New Zealand, 
full season) 

NatWest T20 Blast overseas signings: Hamish 
Rutherford (New Zealand), Jimmy Neesham 
(New Zealand) 

Durham 

Australian bowling all-rounder 
John Hastings has continued his 
affiliation with Durham by sign¬ 
ing a deal that will see him return 
as the club’s overseas player for the 
2016 season. 

The 29-year-old, who has made 15 
appearances for his country, has 
been a major hit at the Emirates 
Durham ICG since making his de¬ 
but for the club last June. 


Hastings has taken 76 wickets in 
20 first-class matches for Durham, 
statistics that include a career-best 
haul of 7-60 against Worcester¬ 
shire, while also hitting six half- 
centuries from the lower order. 

He has also excelled in limited- 
overs cricket, playing an integral 


role in Durham’s Royal London 
One-Day Cup success last term. On 
his way, he record the fastest half- 
century in the club’s history - off 
just 19 deliveries versus Northants. 

Hastings was also voted the Most 
Valuable Player in the 2014/15 
Austalian Big Bash League in his 


homeland. 


In: n/a 
Out: n/a 

Specsavers County Championship overseas 
signings: John Hastings (Australia, full 
season) 

NatWest T20 Blast overseas signings: John 
Hastings (Australia) 
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is and outs 2016 


Main talking 
points for 
new season 



South Africa’s Jacques Rudolph in action during the Investec Second Test match against England at Headingley 
Carnegie, Leeds, August 3, 2012 (PA Wire) 



Jesse Ryder hits six runs for Essex during his 55-ball 107 against Hampshire last season (Gavin Ellis/TGSPHOTO) 


Essex 

New Zealand all-rounder Jesse 
Ryder is returning to Chelmsford 
for a third season. 

In his first summer, 2014, he 
scored over 600 Championship 
runs and took 43 wickets. 

Last year, he was the county’s sec¬ 


ond top Championship run-maker 
- with 806 at 42.42 - and the second 
leading wicket-taker with 44 vic¬ 
tims. 

Ryder is also available to play in 
the T20 Blast. 

Fellow Kiwi Adam Milne, who 
has made over 40 limited-overs ap¬ 
pearances for the Black Caps, will 


be available for seven South Group 
fixtures in the Blast. 

Pakistan fast bowler Wahab Riaz 
will be available for Essex’s first 
seven games, before being replaced 
by Milne. 

The left-arm Riaz has taken 117 
Twenty20 wickets at an impressive 
average of 21.77, and has previous¬ 


ly play for Kent and Surrey 

In: Aaron Beard (Academy), Aron Nijjar 
(Academy), Matthew Quinn (New Zealand), 
Ashar Zaidi (Sussex), Adam Milne (New 
Zealand), Wahab Riaz (Pakistan), Matt Dixon 
(Australia, British passport) 

Out: Saf Imtiaz (released), Monty Panesar 
(released), Mark Pettini (Leicestershire), Matt 
Salisbury (released), Greg Smith (released), 
Reece Topley (Hampshire). 

Specsavers County Championship overseas 
signings: Jesse Ryder (New Zealand) 
NatWest T20 Blast overseas signings: Jesse 
Ryder (New Zealand), Adam Milne (New 
Zealand), Wahab Riaz (Pakistan) 


Glamorgan 

South African batsman Jacques 
Rudolph is back for a third summer 
in south Wales. 

He has scored over 18,500 first 
class runs in his career and close to 
10,000 List A Runs. 

Last summer, when he captained 
Glamorgan for the first time, he 
scored 927 Championship runs at 
38.62. 

Craig Meschede completed a per¬ 
manent move to Glamorgan over 
the winter after leaving Somerset 
to sign a three-year deal. 

The all-rounder spent last sum¬ 
mer at the SSE SWALEC on loan 
from Somerset, where he had come 
through the age groups. 

The 24-year-old became a key part 
of Glamorgan’s side across all for¬ 
mats, scoring the first centuries 
of his career against Surrey and 
Northamptonshire. 

New in Cardiff this year is Neth¬ 
erlands international Timm van 
der Gugten 

The Dutch fast bowler has played 
in four one-day internationals and 
19 T20 internationals for Nether¬ 
lands including their memorable 
45-run victory over England at the 
2014 ICC World Twenty20 where he 
claimed the wicket of Eoin Mor¬ 
gan. 

His first-class debut came in 2011 
for New South Wales and since 2012 
he has been playing for Tasmania 
and Hobart Hurricanes, in addi¬ 
tion to appearing for Northern Dis¬ 
tricts in the domestic T20 competi¬ 
tion in New Zealand. 

In: Nick Selman (second XI), Craig Meschede 
(Somerset), Harry Podmore (Middlesex, loan), 
Timm van der Gugten (Netherlands) 

Out: Will Owen (retired), Ben Wright (retired). 
Specsavers County Championship overseas 
signings: Jacques Rudolph (South Africa, full 
season) 

NatWest T20 Blast overseas signings: 
Jacques Rudolph (South Africa) 

Gloucestershire 

Australian Cameron Bancroft 
will be the county’s overseas player 
for the first two months of the new 
season. 

The 23-year-old wicketkeeper- 
batsman will fill in for the first five 
Championship games of the season 
until Michael Klinger rejoins the 
club at the end of May. 

Bancroft was the third highest 
run-scorer in last year’s Sheffield 
Shield, and the Western Australian 
was rewarded with a T20 interna¬ 
tional debut for Australia over the 
winter. Cont on page 25 


from facing page 

That will allow the tournament to be 
played at the height of summer, during 
school holidays and allow overseas 
stars to remain for the majority. 

That follows the BBL blueprint, but 
the BBL is an eight-team competition, 
not 18, which makes the tournament 
hard to follow and dilutes the talent. 

England’s trailblazing run to the World 
T20 final will muddy the debate further 
and in truth it’s probably a red herring 
as to the health of the Blast. 

What everyone will agree on is the 
ECB now recognise the need to fully 
harness the potential of T20 cricket and 
that is reason to be optimistic. 

3. The restructure of the 
county season 

The restructure of the domestic 
season for 2017 means that only one 
team from Division Two will be 
promoted this season, while two will go 
down. 

While that will make Sussex’s final- 
day relegation last summer even harder 
to stomach on the south coast they are 
probably the fall guys to a move that 
most players across the country will 
welcome. 

County players have repeatedly 
voiced their concern at the amount of 
cricket being played as well as the 
constant change between formats. 

That will change from next summer - 
with the limited-overs competitions to 
run in blocks - while the number of 
Championship matches will be cut by 
two to 14. 

The decision was made after 
discussions between the ECB Board 
and the first-class counties. 

Perhaps the most salient statement 
came from the ECB’s director of 
England Cricket Andrew Strauss when 
he said: “Last year a county player 
could change between formats as many 
as 24 times over the summer. Next year 
that could be down to as few as six. 

This will help develop skill levels and 
create a better narrative to the 
summer.” 

Knowing those changes are on the 
way might make this summer easier for 
county players as they dart around the 
country, while for smaller counties the 
chance to rest a small squad will be 
welcomed. 

Glamorgan had the smallest squad 
size at the start of last season and were 
in the promotion picture until the 
limited-overs formats kicked into their 
schedule. 

DID YOU KNOW 

• The championship is 126 years old 
in 2016, but - because of interruptions 
during war years - there have been 10 
fewer editions. 

• Yorkshire won the 116th, and their 
32nd, title when they dominated last 
year to finish with 286 points - almost 
70 ahead of runners-up Middlesex - in 
their second successive run to the 
championship. 

• Surrey were 2015’s second-tier 
‘champions’ and are joined in Division 
One again by runners-up Lancashire. 
That means only Cardiff, among 
England’s Test match venues, will be 
staging Division Two cricket this 
summer. 
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THIS WEEK’S 

JACKPOT 

£ 31,000 

PLUS 70 consolation 
. I prizes of £15 each week 

f A ft ft ft nearest 20 for Southern Daily Echo 

I I II II I miCC 20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 

iu I I I II II I 10 for Dorset Echo 

" i- 1 /VW prize... I 


PLUS 70 consolation 
prizes of £15 each week 

20 for Southern Daily Echo 

20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 
10 for Dorset Echo 
10 for Sunday Independent 
10 for Brighton Argus 


F IND THE BALL is a test of skill 
and football knowledge and is 
open to readers of the South¬ 
ampton, Bournemouth, Dorset 
Echos, Brighton Argus and Sunday 
Independent, Plymouth. 

You have to use your skill and 
judgement to determine the exact 
centre of the ball. 

Mark an X with a ballpoint pen on 
the picture where you consider that 
position to be-dear rubber stamps 
and self adhesive labels will also be 
accepted. 

Every coupon will be carefully 
examined and the jackpot prize will 
be paid to the entrant whose cross 
marks the exact centre of the ball 
when the photograph was taken. 

If the Jackpot is not won, £1,000 
will be added to next week's 
jackpot. 

The nearest-miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out each week to the 


competitor whose cross is nearest 
to the centre of the ball when there 
is no jackpot winner. 

When a jackpot has been won 
the next week's prize reverts back 
to £5,000 and the nearest-miss 
prize stays at £1,000. 

If the Jackpot is not won after 46 
weeks, when standing at £50,000, 
the nearest miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out and the jackpot will 
remain at £50,000 each week until 
there is a jackpot winner, then the 
jackpot starts again at £5,000, with 
the nearest miss prize remaining at 
£1,000 each week. 

If there is more than one winner 
the jackpot will be shared and, 
similarly, if there is more than one 
runner-up the nearest miss prize 
will also be shared. 


RESULTS 



Winners 


Competition number SI 3 


JACKPOTWINNER NO WINNER 

CONGRATULATIONS 
E Butler, Christchurch, Dorset 
who wins the nearest miss prize of £1,000 
The following competitors each receive a consolation prize of £15 


C Baker 
P Baker 
A Bundy 
N Davis 
L Drake 
P Everson 
CGadsby 
J Hedges 
J Jordan 
I Keegan 


Southampton, Hants 
Bishops Waltham, 
Southampton, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 
Romsey, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 
Dibden, Purlieu, Hants 
Southampton, Hants 


B Lamb Southampton, Hants 

G Marsh Southampton, Hants 

A McDonald Fair Oak, Hants 
W McDonald Fair Oak, Hants 
E McGovern Fawley, Hants 
R Moody Locksheath, Hants 
M O'Connor Southampton, Hants 
S Oldfield Winchester, Hants 
P O'Neill Southampton, Hants 
B Weavers Southampton, Hants 


1. You are allowed a minimum of 60 crosses and a maximum of 450 per coupon. Coupons with 451 
or more will be disqualified. Entries altered defaced or mutilated will be invalid. Crosses must be dis¬ 
tinct and separate. 2. Competitors may submit as many coupons as they wish. Members of a family 
can send their entries in one envelope with a covering postal order or cheque. 3. No responsibility can 
be accepted for entries delayed, lost or mislaid. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of deliv¬ 
ery. 4. Payment may be made by postal order or cheque for the correct amount payable to Newsquest, 
and crossed '& Co.' Stamps will not be accepted in payment. 5. A competitor cannot win more than one 
share of the prize money across all titles each week. 6. The Editor's decision on winning entry or entries 
and matters relating to this competition is binding in honour only. NO CORRESPONDENCE CAN BE EN¬ 
TERED INTO. 7. Employees of NEWSQUEST Media Group and subsidiary companies and members of 
their families are not eligible to enter the competition. 8. Address entries to FTB, Newspaper House, 
Test Lane, Southampton, SOI6 9JX in a sealed envelope. Understamped entries are not accepted. 
9. Prize monies are held for and on behalf of winners. 10. Do not send cash in the post. 11. Winners will be 
required to participate in publicity. 12. Photocopies not accepted. 13. For rules go to www.dailyecho.co.uk/ 
promotions/rules, www.newsquest.co.uk/terms or write in for a copy. 14. If you pay by cheque your prize 
money will be paid to you once cheque has cleared. 



SAVE 

POSTAGE 

For your 
convenience 
coupons may be 
posted in our 
FIND THE BALL 
collecting boxes 
located at selected 
newsagents and all 
branch offices 

Deadlines for branch 
office collection boxes are 
as follows: 

Bournemouth Echo 
12 noon Tuesday 
Southern Daily Echo 
12noon Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 
Ctosng lino Monday 

Deadlines for selected 
newsagents collection 
boxes as listed in: 

Bournemouth Echo 
ctosrg time Monday 
Southern Daily Echo 
10.00 am Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 
Closing time Monday 


Please use black/blue ink and capitals 

T,TLE □ MR O MRS □ MISS □ MS 

FIRST NAME 


SURNAME 

ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 

DAYTIME 

TELEPHONE 


S14 


I enclose cash/cheque/postal order Value £’s 

L On What day(s) do you purchase the Daily Echo? 

□ 


9 April, 2016 Please cross box 

□ CROSSES ELI 

125 

□ CROSSES 



200 

- □ CROSSES 

e3 

325 

□ CROSSES 

^3 

450 

□ CROSSES 

£5 


Please complete 
entry form and 
send to: 

FTB 

Newspaper 
House, 
Test Lane, 
Southampton 
S016 9JX 


to newsquest 


home delivered? 


MON □ TUE □ WED □ THURS □ FRI □ SAT □ YES □ NO 
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Hampshire and Kent boast 
past and present SA stars 


from page 23 

Klinger’s Perth Scorchers colleague 
Andrew Tye has also been signed on 
for the T20 this summer. 

The 29-year-old formed a reputation 
as a specialist death bowler during 
Perth’s Big Bash title win in 2014/15 
- Hampshire’s Michael Carberry was 
in the same side. 

Gloucestershire have also signed 
experienced left-arm seamer Chris 
Liddle following his release by Sus¬ 
sex. 

The 31-year-old has been given a 
two-year deal by the Royal London 
One-Day Cup winners. 

Liddle, who had previously played 
for Leicestershire, spent nine years 
at Hove and has 161 one-day wickets. 

In: Brandon Gilmour (Academy), George 
Hankins (Academy), Chris Liddle (Sussex), 
Andrew Tye (Australia), Cameron Bancroft 
(Australia), Josh Shaw (Yorkshire, loan) 

Out: James Fuller (Middlesex), Cameron Herring 
(released), Geraint Jones (retired), Robbie 
Montgomery (released), 

Specsavers County Championship overseas 
signings: Michael Klinger (Australia, full season), 
Cameron Bancroft (Australia) 

NatWest T20 Blast overseas signings: Michael 
Klinger (Australia), Andrew Tye (Australia) 


Hampshire 

In: Ryan McLaren (South Africa), Reece Topley 
(Essex), Shahid Afridi (Pakistan), Darren Sammy 
(West Indies) 

Out: Basil Akram (released), Tom Barber 
(released), Danny Briggs (Sussex), Joe Gatting 
(released), Sean Terry (released), Yasir Arafat 
(Somerset, loan) 

Specsavers County Championship overseas 
signings: Ryan McLaren (South Africa, full 
season) 

NatWest T20 Blast overseas signings: Ryan 
McLaren (South Africa), Shahid Afridi (Pakistan), 
Darren Sammy (West Indies) 


Kent 

Kent pulled off a coup in February 
by signing highly-rated South Africa 
paceman Kagiso Rabada on a short¬ 
term deal. 

The 20-year-old has burst onto the 
world stage over the last 12 months, 
taking a hat-trick on his one-day in¬ 
ternational debut en route to figures 
of 6-16 before becoming a vital part 
of the Proteas’ Test bowling attack. 

Rabada, set to arrive at Canterbury 
in late June, is due to be available for 
six T20 Blast fixtures, two Champion¬ 
ship Division Two matches and one 
Royal London One-Day Cup game be¬ 
fore the end of July 

Kent have also brought in New Zea¬ 
land batsman Tom Latham. 

The 23-year-old has been a main¬ 
stay in the Black Caps side across all 
formats since making his one-day in¬ 
ternational debut in 2012. 

He has so far scored three Test hun¬ 
dreds plus one ton and four half-cen¬ 
turies in one-day internationals. 

He will be available for Kent in all 
formats. 

In: Zak Crawley (Academy), Adam Rouse 
(unattached), Kagiso Rabada (South Africa), 

Tom Latham (New Zealand) 

Out: Ryan Davies (Somerset), Ben Harmison 
(released) 

Specsavers County Championship overseas 
signings: Kagiso Rabada (South Africa), Tom 
Latham (New Zealand) 

NatWest T20 Blast overseas signings: Kagiso 
Rabada (South Africa), Tom Latham (New 
Zealand) 


Lancashire 



Former South Africa star Ryan McLaren batting for Hampshire against Cardiff MCCU this week (Pic by Chris Moorhouse) 



South Africa’s Kagiso Rabada celebrates dismissing West Indies’ Chris Gayle at the World T20 a fortnight ago. 


New Zealand paceman Neil Wagner 
is a new signing at Old Trafford. 

The left-armer will be available 
from the start of the season and will 
be primarily used in the Champion¬ 
ship following Lancashire’s promo¬ 
tion to the top-tier. 

Wagner, 29, will add experience to 
the Red Rose attack having played 18 
Tests and taken 67 wickets for New 
Zealand. 

Lancashire cricket director and 
head coach Ashley Giles said: “Neil 
is a world-class bowler with a tre¬ 
mendous pedigree and having him 
available for such an extended peri¬ 
od will give our Championship cam¬ 
paign a real boost.” 

Wagner had a brief stint in county 
cricket two years ago, when he was 


part of the relegated Northampton¬ 
shire squad, while he has experi¬ 
ence in the north-west having played 
grade cricket for Liverpool Lanca¬ 
shire League club Ormskirk. 

Lancashire will no doubt miss the 
runs provided by Ashwell Prince. 
The leading runscorer in last sea¬ 
son’s Championship has retired. 

In: Neil Wagner (New Zealand, full season) 

Out: Paul Horton (Leicestershire), Ashwell Prince 
(retired) 

Specsavers County Championship overseas 
signings: Neil Wagner (New Zealand) 

NatWest T20 Blast overseas signings: Neil 
Wagner (New Zealand) 

Leicestershire 

Leicestershire have brought Umar 
Akmal and Kevin O’Brien back to the 


club. 

Pakistan international Umar will 
rejoin as the Foxes’ second overseas 
player for the T20 Blast while Irish¬ 
man O’Brien will be available for 
both limited-overs competitions. 

Umar made a big impact during his 
spell at Grace Road last summer, hit¬ 
ting 133 Blast runs at a strike-rate of 
over 143 and playing match-winning 
innings against Notts and Birming¬ 
ham Bears. 

The attacking right-hander has 
5,259 runs to his name in all three 
formats for Pakistan. 

Limited-overs specialist O’Brien 
brings a wealth of experience having 
played 91 ODIs and 45 Twenty20s for 
Ireland, registering 2,817 runs and 
taking 111 wickets. Turn to page 26 


Lowdown 
on T20 
final star 

Carlos Brathwaite 
dramatically snatched away 
England’s World Twenty20 
hopes with four successive 
sixes in the final over. 

Here, the Sports Pink brings 
you the lowdown on the West 
Indies match-winner. 

1. Late call-up 

Brathwaite made his T20 
international debut in 
October 2011 against 
Bangladesh but had to wait 
until January 2015 for his 
second cap. He was not 
originally included in the 
15-man squad to travel to 
India, but stepped in as a 
replacement when Kieron 
Pollard failed to recover from 
injury. 

2. Out of nowhere 

Sunday saw Brathwaite 
more than double both his 
runs and wickets tallies in 
T20 internationals. His 34 not 
out from 10 balls contrasted 
with his previous record of 25 
at an average of 8.33 in four 
innings, with a best of 13. He 
earlier took three for 23 in 
England’s innings, compared 
to two wickets at 94.5 in his 
seven previous games. 

3. Who’s that 
chick? 

Brathwaite attended 
Barbados’ Combermere 
school along with team-mate 
Kraigg Brathwaite - no 
relation - England bowler 
Chris Jordan... and most 
notably pop star Rihanna. 

“My claim to fame before my 
Test debut was having shared 
a classroom with Rihanna in 
first and fourth form,” he said 
after his bow against 
Australia in last year’s Boxing 
Day Test. 

4. Irish excursion 

Brathwaite played for 
Leinster in 2009, helping 
them win the Bob Kerr Irish 
Senior Cup. He took 12 
wickets at 9.16 and hit 140 
runs at 35 in five innings. He 
took four for 28 in the semi¬ 
final and two for 35 in a final 
in which he was bowled with 
the first ball of the match. 

5. Big money 

Brathwaite appeared in this 
year’s Indian Premier League 
auction with a base price of 
three million rupees 
(£31,800). it was a major 
surprise when he was bought 
for 42m rupees (£445,000) by 
Delhi Daredevils, but they 
must now be licking their lips. 



Carlos Brathwaite, right 
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Five stars to 
watch out for 
in 2016 ... 

JAMES VINCE 
(Hampshire) 

A clutch of England hopefuls, of 
different vintage, will be out to press 
their claims while the championship 
has the early summer to itself. 
Hampshire’s stylish captain operates at 
number three for his county, but has 
broken into England’s Twenty20 
reckoning and is being touted by some 
as the next option to open with Test 
captain Alastair Cook should Alex 
Hales fluff his lines. 

At the other end of the age scale, Ian 
Bell’s success or otherwise at number 
three for Warwickshire could yet have 
implications on a bigger stage. 

The five-time Ashes-winner and the 
uncapped Vince are two of several with 
points to prove, and the ability to do so. 

KAGISO RABADA (Kent) 

The 20-year-old South Africa fast 
bowler’s mid-summer arrival in 
Canterbury will be one of the season’s 
most anticipated, after his impact 
against England through the winter. 

Rabada’s 13-wicket haul as South 
Africa scored a consolation victory at 
Centurion was surely the performance 
of a future star. 

It is a coup for Kent to have secured 
his services, and it will be fascinating to 



Hampshire batsman James Vince 


see how Division Two batsmen fare 
against him. 

CHRIS ROGERS 
(Somerset) 

The Australian - once of Salisbury- 
based South Wilts CC - finished his brief 
and belated Test career with the 
statistics of an outstanding 
international batsman. 

Yet it was only after he had proved 
himself as much in county cricket, with 
four different clubs, as at home Down 
Under that Rogers finally got his 
opportunity. 

Similar remarks pertain to Adam 
Voges, who will be back at Middlesex 
this year - and with 75 years and more 
than 37,000 first-class runs between 
them, it is a bankable certainty that the 
two veterans will be churning out 
hundreds more this summer. 

SAM/TOM CURRAN 
(Surrey) 

Either son of former Gloucestershire 
and Northamptonshire all-rounder 
Kevin could have made this category on 
his own. 

Continued on facing page 


Gayle and McCullun 


from page 25 

The 31-year-old has also struck 
2,283 runs at a strike-rate of 132.80 
in 143 domestic T20 matches and 
has snared 85 scalps. 

Leicestershire, bottom of the 
Championship last year for a third 
season running, have also made 
some experienced close-season 
signings. 

Former Essex captain Mark Pet- 
tini has joined fellow veteran bats¬ 
men Paul Horton and Neil Dexter 
in making the move to Grace Road. 

In: Neil Dexter (Middlesex), Paul Horton 
(Lancashire), Mark Pettini (Essex), Wayne 
White (Derbyshire), Kevin O’Brien (Ireland). 
Umar Akmal (Pakistan), Rilee Rossouw (South 
Africa) 

Out: Andrea Agathangelou (released), Neil 
Pinner (released), Dan Redfern (released), 

Alex Wyatt (released) 

Specsavers County Championship overseas 
signings: Clint McKay (Australia) 

NatWest T20 Blast overseas signings: Clint 
McKay (Australia), Umar Akmal (Pakistan, 
first 10 group games), Rilee Rossouw (South 
Africa, last six group games) 


Middlesex 

Middlesex pulled off a sensation¬ 
al swoop last December when they 
signed New Zealand legend Bren- 
don McCullum. 

The 34-year-old will play in the 
NatWest T20 Blast and Royal Lon¬ 
don One-Day Cup for the Lord’s 
outfit in 2016. 

Arriving in London at the end of 
his Indian Premier League commit¬ 
ments, McCullum is set to feature 
in seven South Group Blast match¬ 
es and four RLODC games for Mid¬ 
dlesex until June 25. 

Another New Zealand interna¬ 
tional, Mitchell McClenaghan, will 
also play T20 cricket in 2016 having 
previously played in the competi- 
tior for Lancashire and Worcester¬ 
shire. 

It marks a signal of intent by Mid¬ 
dlesex, who have failed to qualify 
from the group stages since win¬ 
ning the competition in 2008 and 
finished bottom of the South Group 
in 2015. 

Australian batsman Adam Voges 
is returning as the county’s over¬ 
seas player for the Championship 
season. 

The 35-year-old, who will captain 
the four-day side, struck 451 runs in 
four matches for the county in 2015. 

In: James Fuller (Gloucestershire), Brendon 
McCullum (New Zealand), Mitchell 
McClenaghan (New Zealand), Nathan Sowter 
(youth), Martin Andersson (youth), Adam 
Voges (Australia) 

Out: Neil Dexter (Leicestershire), Gurjit 
Sandhu (released), Harry Podmore 
(Glamorgan, loan) 

Specsavers County Championship overseas 
signings: Adam Voges (Australia) 

NatWest T20 Blast overseas signings: 

Brendon McCullum (New Zealand), Mitchell 
McClenaghan (New Zealand) 


Northamptonshire 

Sri Lankan international Seek- 
kuge Prasanna has been signed on 
for this season’s NatWest T20 Blast. 

The 30-year-old leg-spinner and 
capable lower-order batsman, who 
may also feature in other formats, 



New Zealand’s Brendon McCullum plays and misses against England during last year’s ODI series 



Northants’ Rory Kleinveldt during his brief stint with Hampshire in 2008 


is available for the duration of the 
Steelbacks’ Blast campaign. 

Prasanna has played one Test, 
25 one-day internationals and six 
Twenty20s for Sri Lanka. 

Northamptonshire’s reigning 
Championship player of the season 
Rory Kleinveldt will return to Wan¬ 


tage Road in 2016. 

The 32-year-old South African, 
once at Hampshire, was the club’s 
leading wicket-taker last summer 

- taking 79 across all three formats 

- and helped lead the Steelbacks to 
the T20 Blast final. 

Kleinveldt, who has four Test caps 


for South Africa, is set to join for 
the entire campaign. 

One big loss for the county, 
though, is that all-rounder David 
Willey has joined County champi¬ 
ons Yorkshire. 

In: Ben Sanderson (free agent), Seekkuge 
Prasanna (Sri Lanka) 
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i to play T20 Blast 


Men to watch 
in the new 
cricket year 



Chris Gayle is returning to Somerset for another brief T20 stint in June 



jp^ 


Jackson Bird celebrates a Sussex wicket for Hampshire at Hove last year 


Out: Maurice Chambers (released), Kyle 
Coetzer (released), David Willey (Yorkshire) 
Specsavers County Championship overseas 
signings: Rory Kleinveldt (South Africa) 
NatWest T20 Blast overseas signings: Rory 
Kleinveldt (South Africa), Seekkuge Prasanna 
(Sri Lanka) 


Nottinghamshire 


Nottinghamshire moved quickly 
to replace injured overseas player 
Peter Siddle with his Australia 
team-mate Jackson Bird. 

The 29-year-old, who appeared 
for Hampshire last summer, will 
arrive at Trent Bridge in time to 
feature in the first 10 matches of 
the County Championship, but is 


unlikely to feature in limited-overs 
cricket. 

Another ex-Hampshire man, Dan 
Christian, isset to add Royal Lon¬ 
don One-Day Cup duties to his Nat- 
West T20 Blast commitments. 

Siddle had been earmarked for a 
return to Notts before suffering a 
stress fracture of his back during 


Australia’s Test series win over 
New Zealand. 

In: Jackson Bird (Australia), Dan Christian 
(Australia) 

Out: Andy Carter (Derbyshire), Gary Keedy 
(retired), 

Specsavers County Championship overseas 
signings: Jackson Bird (Australia, first 10 
games) 

NatWest T20 Blast overseas signings: Dan 
Christian (Australia) 


Somerset 

Somerset will have more than 
61,000 first-class runs of experi¬ 
ence in their top-order following 
the arrival of former Australia 
opener Chris Rogers on a one-year 
deal. 

The 38-year-old, who has previ¬ 
ously played for four different 
counties including a spell captain¬ 
ing Middlesex, is set to bat at three, 
behind Marcus Trescothick and 
last year’s LV= Breakthrough Play¬ 
er of the Year Tom Abell. 

Somerset also boast last season’s 
leading Championship Division 
One run-scorer James Hildreth. 

And, if that was not enough, 
Chris Gayle is returning to Taun¬ 
ton to appear in six T20 games 

In: Ryan Davies (Kent), Chris Rogers 
(Australia), Roelof van der Merwe (South 
Africa, Dutch passport), Chris Gayle (West 
Indies), Michael Leask (Scotland), Yasir Arafat 
(Hampshire, loan) 

Out: Adam Dibble (released), George 
Dockrell (released), James Regan (released), 
Alfonso Thomas (released), Craig Meschede 
(Glamorgan). 

Specsavers County Championship overseas 
signings: Chris Rogers (Australia, full season), 
NatWest T20 Blast overseas signings: Chris 
Gayle (West Indies) 


Surrey 

Surrey have signalled their inten¬ 
tion to return to T20 Blast Finals 
Day this summer after signing 
West Indies all-rounder Dwayne 
Bravo. 

Bravo will join Surrey during 
June and will be the club’s second 
overseas signing alongside former 
Sri Lanka skipper Kumar Sang- 
akkara. 

Aaron Finch will replace veteran 
wicketkeeper-batsman Sangakka- 
ra while the former Sri Lanka 
skipper is away at the Caribbean 
Premier League, which is due to 
start in July. 

The 29-year-old opener is one 
of the most destructive batsmen 
in the world - highlighted by his 
Twenty20 world-record innings of 
156 against England at The Ageas 
Bowl three years ago 

In: Mark Footitt (Derbyshire), Dwayne Bravo 
(West Indies), Aaron Finch (Australia), Azhar 
Mahmood (Pakistan), Chris Morris (South 
Africa), Conor McKerr (South Africa), Mathew 
Pillans (Sunfoil Dolphins, South Africa), Ravi 
Rampaul (West Indies) 

Out: Tim Linley (retired), Vikram Solanki 
(retired), Chris Tremlett (retired), David 
Balcombe (retired) 

Specsavers County Championship overseas 
signings: Kumar Sangakkara (Sri Lanka, full 
season), Aaron Finch (Australia, July). 

NatWest T20 Blast overseas signings: Kumar 
Sangakkara (Sri Lanka), Dwayne Bravo (West 
Indies, June), Aaron Finch (Australia, July), 
Chris Morris (South Africa) 

Continued on page 32 


from facing page 

Despite the younger Sam’s 
breakthrough in 23 professional 
matches at barely 17 in his maiden 
season - including a Lord’s final last 
summer - it is probably fairer to 
anticipate Tom makes the most strides 
in the short term. 

Four years older and more a 
specialist seamer than his all-rounder 
little brother, Tom is already an England 
Lion. 

International futures may well beckon 
for both, and Surrey are blessed to 
have tapped into a dynasty which 
began with grandfather Kevin senior’s 
seven first-class matches in what was 
then Rhodesia more than 60 years ago. 

DAVID WILLEY 
(Yorkshire) 

Another son of a famous father, 
Peter’s progeny was a hot property 
when it became clear he was likely to 
leave Northamptonshire at the end of 
last summer. 

Yorkshire returned to a previously 
happy hunting ground, having tempted 
Jack Brooks north from Wantage Road 
two years ago. Willey has done plenty 
in the intervening months, for England 
and with Perth Scorchers in the Big 



New Yorkshire signing David Willey. 


Bash, to suggest another successful 
move. 

The bowling all-rounder may be a 
white-ball specialist as yet on the 
international stage. But he has Test 
aspirations too, and Yorkshire can only 
benefit if he starts to press those 
claims. 


DID YOU KNOW? 

• Yorkshire hold the record for the 
highest championship innings total - 
887, in 1896 against Warwickshire at 
Edgbaston. Northamptonshire’s 12, 
against Gloucestershire at Gloucester 
in 1907, is the lowest. 

• Brian Lara’s world record 501 not 
out, for Warwickshire against Durham 
at Edgbaston in 1994, is the highest 
individual score. Yorkshire slow left- 
armer Hedley Verity’s 10 for 10, against 
Nottinghamshire at Trent Bridge in 
1932, remain the best bowling figures. 

• Hampshire batsman Phil Mead is 
the most prolific all-time run-scorer, 
with an astonishing 46,268. Kent 
spinner ‘Tich’ Freeman is the leading 
wicket-taker with 3,151. 

• Yorkshire’s record of 32 outright 
titles puts them way out in front as the 
most prolific winners, with Surrey a 
clear second on 18. 
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TONY HALL 

MOTORS 

01962 889 166 


An Expert Service 

We are currently doing MOT’S for only £40 

Our team of highly skilled mechanics have a wealth of knowledge 
and trade experience, which they use daily to provide you with 
one of the best car repair services in and around Winchester. 


Tony Hall Motors, 4 Andover Road North, Winchester, S022 6NN 
Phone: 01962 889 166 & 01962 877 768 
• Email: tonyhallmotorsa4@hotmail.co.uk 
• Website: tonyhallmotors-winchester.co.uk 
We’re open Mon-Fri 8am to 6pm and Saturday 8am to 1pm. 






AUTHORISED DEALERS FOR 

LEXMOTO & AJS 

LAMBRETTA & VESPA SPECIALISTS 


tfw&r jj' #Qt 


Jacket Trousers Gloves & 
Helmet Packages 
from £199.99 

CBTs Arranged from £79.99 


Classics 


Come and have a cup of tea in 
our bigger new premises 

Unit G1, Liners Industrial Estate 
Pitt Road, Southampton S015 3FQ 
TEL: 023 8033 7711 

facebook.com/ZenosScooters 


lexmoto^ 


50cc Models 


125cc Models 



Also a Games Workshop and Hornby/Scalextic spares 
centre Radio Control Range Now Available 



Vouchers^ 
[Available 




7/9 High Street, Eastleigh SO50 5LB 
www.acmodelseastleigh.co.uk 
www.acmodelsspares.co.uk 

02380 610100 


OPEN 5 DAYS A WEEK 9am - 5pm 

Both shops closed on Wednesday & Sunday 



Special Offer (limited time only) 



British 

ROAD LINKS 


b 


Materials surplus to requirements 
due to end of contract. 
Heavily discounted up to 50% off 

HEAVY DUTY TARMACADAM 

• We supply and lay 6mm / 10mm industrial tarmacadam laid to correct 
thickness, rolled and consolidated from £9.99 per square metre 

Industrial Surface Dressing 

• We offer Hot K180 Road Bitumen and 
Hard Stone Waring Course, 
machine laid from £5.99 per square metre 



All site preparation and site clearance included Ideal for 
car parks, farm roads, driveways and courtyards 


All sales conducted on first come first served basis, 
min. requirement may be required 

Call free today 

Email:info@road-contractor.com 

www.road-contractor.com 

0800 3032071 / 01256 688688 


=□1 
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We would love to show you and your family around 
For more information or to arrange a visit 


CALL 0333 202 1455 VISIT ROCKLEYPARK.CO.U K 


Calls to 0333 numbers 


inclusive minute bundles 


A3 54 


Blandford 

Forum 


New 

Forest 


Poole Bournemouth 


Dorchester 
A3 54 


Rockley Park 


Weymouth 


Isle of 
Portland 


Rockley Park Holiday Park, 
Hamworthy, Poole, Dorset, 
BH15 4LZ 


DISTANCES TO ROCKLEY: 


Hythe 
Eastleigh 
Hedge End 
Romsey 


39 miles 
41 miles 
45 miles 
36 miles 


58 mins 
56 mins 
57mins 
50mins 


Rockley Park 

Holidays, Marina & Spa 


Own your dream holiday 
home ai rockley park 
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ES^ (2f T°P attractions 

I <2f Country homes & gardens 
P (jf Great British cities and landmarks 
Shopping destinations 
Fun days out for the kids 
S Luxury, air-conditioned coach travel 
T Sf Great value, great quality 



• McTimoney 
Chiropractic 
•Acupuncture 

• Nutrition 

• Massage 
And Many More 

For FREE e-brochure please ring 

023 8058 2245 
www.grovetherapy.com 

Email: admin@grovetherapy.com 

22 Grosvenor Road, Highfield, Southampton, SOI 7 1RT. 

023 8058 2245 


Home Choose Carpets 

'a 



Over 20 Years Experience 
100's of Carpet & Vinyl Samples to choose from, 
In the comfort of your own Home 

• FREE FITTING * FREE ESTIMATES 
• FREE DELIVERY 

We can move your furniture and uplift 
and dispose of your old carpets 

Please Ring 02380 803100 
Freephone 0800 0387722 

www.home-choose-carpets.com 


Visit our newly 
REFURBISHED Showroom 
Gas Fires 
Electric Fires 
Wood Burners 



HEDGE END FIREPLACES 

Tel 01489 782369 
93 Lower Northam Rd, 
Hedge End, SO30 4FS 
www.allfireplaces.co.uk 


Extra - Wide Fitting 
Footwear Specialist 

Josef Seibel *4" , RjlMeiSrtfc 



Sandpiper fitting centre Tel: 02380 554437 
184 Portswood RD, Southampton S017 2NJ 


£5 off - with this Voucher (until end of April 2016) 



FUNCTION ROOM AVAILABLE 
FABULOUS LOCATION 

WEDDINGS * PARTIES 
MEETINGS * SKITTLES 
CHRISTENINGS * WAKES 

Telephone or email for availability or a 
brochure - Bar and exceptional food menu 
(if required) from buffet to 3 course sit down 
dinner we cater for any size function 
10 -100 people 

THE MORTIMER ARMS 
ROMSEY ROAD 
OWER (Jet 2 M27) 
ROMSEY, S051 6AF 

02380 814379 

www.mortimerarms.co.uk 

info@mortimerarms.co.uk 



Southampton 023 8055 7777 

www.disabIedaids.org.uk 

Independence Building, Belgrave Road, Southampton SO 17 3ES 
tel: 023 8055 7777 
Christchurch 
tel: 01425 270666 

Finance arranged subject to status 
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Visit Guernsey'from just Li 8g per person 
including flights * 


► 0800 3i6 o3i4 or email I ^ 

► book@fermainvalley.com SI 

www. fermainvallej. com 

*Please view the website for fall terms and conditions. 



★ ★ ★ ★ 


Bathroom 

Showroom 


Simply the Best 

Luxury For Less 


Trade & 
Public 



r 



v. 




--\ 

1. 




£70 


V! 



Independent Plumbing Supplies 


Unit 17 & 18, Belgrave Ind. Est, Belgrave Road, 
Portswood, Southampton, SOI7 3EA 
Tel: 02380 679900 

All prices exclude VAT l ^ m 


FREE PARKING 
FREE DELIVERY 


BIG SAVINGS 



Elite 

1500 

2 Drawer Set 

This high quality divan features 
a deep quilted, high loft, 

1500 pocket sprung mattress 
with 2 drawers and an option 
of 4 base colours 


4'6" normal price £589.99 OFFER PRICE £489.99* 
5 ' normal price £659.99 OFFER PRICE £559.99* 

* Excludes headboard 



£250 

Part Exchange 

on ANY item of furniture 
when you buy a 
NEW 3 Piece Suite** 

We will exchange any piece of 
your old furniture (chair, settee, 
suite) for a NEW 3 piece suite. 

** Minimum order value £ 1800. Offer applies to 
orders placed by 30th April 2016. Cannot be used 
in conjunction with any other offer. 


Pont Furnishings is a family run business 

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 


Credit available subject to status - full details on request 
33-35 Victoria Road, Woolston, Southampton S0199DY 
sales@pontfurnishings.co.uk 

T: 023 8044 0303 free parking 

Open 9am to 5pm Monday to Saturday IN WOOLSTON 

www.pontfurnishings.co.uk 


Pont 

FURNISHINGS 


Suites • Recliners • Beds & Bedding • Reupholstery • Carpets • Lighting • Colonial & Village Candles 
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Briggs facing 
brand new 
challenge 

from page 27 


Sussex 

Left-arm spinner Danny Briggs 
swapped The Ageas Bowl for Hove over 
the winter. 

The 24-year-old, with eight limited- 
overs caps for England to his name, 
was released from his contract at the 
Ageas Bowl 12 months early in order to 
improve his chances of securing 
regular four-day cricket. 

Briggs, a product of the Hampshire 
academy, had fallen down the pecking 
order following the form of Liam 
Dawson and emerging leg-spinner 
Mason Crane. 

He managed just 19 wickets in eight 
matches as Hampshire retained their 
Championship top-flight status at the 
expense of his new side Sussex. 

Briggs has taken 191 first-class 
wickets in 67 matches. 

Left-arm seamer Mustafizur Rahman 
will become the first Bangladesh 
international to represent Sussex after 
signing for the limited-overs 
competitions. 

The 20-year-old becomes Sussex’s 
second overseas player for the T20 
Blast, after the capture of New Zealand 
batsman Ross Taylor. 


In: Danny Briggs (Hampshire), George 



Danny Briggs has swapped 
Hampshire for Sussex. 

Garton (Academy), Phil Salt (Academy), 
Stuart Whittingham (Academy), Ross 
Taylor (New Zealand), Mustafizur Rahman 
(Bangladesh) 

Out: Ashar Zaidi (released), Chris Liddle 
(released), Steffan Piolet (retired), Michael 
Yardy (retired) 

County Championship overseas signings: 
Ross Taylor (New Zealand) 

T20 Blast overseas signings: Ross Taylor 
(New Zealand), Mustafizur Rahman 
(Bangladesh) 


Warwickshire 

Wicketkeeper-batsman Alex Mellor is 
the only new face at Edgbaston. 

He has been rewarded for his form in 
the county’s second XI in 2015 with a 
one-year contract at Edgbaston. 

Mellor, 24, also excelled in the Minor 
Counties Championship last year, 
becoming only the seventh 
Staffordshire player to score a double¬ 
century. 

Jeetan Patel again returns to the 
county as their main overseas player 
across all formats. 

In: Alex Mellor (Staffordshire) 

Out: Tom Lewis (released), Pete McKay 
(released), Tom Milnes (Derbyshire) 

County Championship overseas signings: 
Jeetan Patel (New Zealand, full season) 

T20 Blast overseas signings: Jeetan Patel 
(New Zealand) 

continued on facing page 


Yorkshire aiming fo 



Gloucestershire’s Gareth Roderick (left), Yorkshire’s Andrew Gale (centre) and Lancashire’s Steven Croft with the 
three trophies their counties won last season. 


IT may be a comforting con¬ 
stant for many, in uncertain 
times for county cricket, 
that Yorkshire are undoubt¬ 
edly once again first among 
equals. 

For others in greater number, of 
course, there will be envy rather 
than feelgood - entirely as it should 
be as the White Rose continues to 
restate its age-old claim to pre-emi¬ 
nence after winning the champion¬ 
ship in 2014 and 2015. 

Not since Yorkshire themselves 
won a hat-trick of titles approach¬ 
ing half a century ago have any 
team repeated the feat - and in a 
competition which dates back to 
1890 only they, Surrey and Lanca¬ 
shire have ever chalked up three or 
more in a row 

For the millions not assuaged by 
Yorkshire’s return to dominance, 
in an era when little else can be re¬ 
lied upon as the England and Wales 
Cricket Board announces struc¬ 
tural changes and doubtless will 
ponder plenty more in the foresee¬ 
able future, current objectives in 
the Headingley dressing room may 
sow solace or alternatively more 
trepidation. 

It was Surrey who achieved the 
longest title sequence - a remark¬ 
able seven in the 1950s - so Andrew 
Gale’s team still have a way to go, 
irrespective of the record 32 cham¬ 
pionship-winning seasons on York¬ 
shire’s CV. 

With good reason then, the word 
from Headingley at the start of 
another summer - the first for the 
championship under its new Spec- 
savers sponsorship banner - is that 
present and future will preside 
over history in 2016. 

Alex Lees, inked in at the top of 
the order in all formats, will work 
alongside four-day captain Gale as 
the new limited-overs leader. 

It is perhaps no surprise therefore 
to hear him target not just a third 
championship but 50 and 20-over 
success too - and he is convinced 
Yorkshire have the ability to break 
that new ground. 

“Obviously, that’s every county’s 
ambition,” said the 22-year-old. 

“I think the reality of it is that not 
too many counties have the squad 
to do it. But I do have a genuine 
belief that we can compete in all 
three competitions.” 

Hailing from the West Yorkshire 
heartland of rugby league, Lees 
has taken note of what Leeds Rhi¬ 
nos have proved is possible - win¬ 
ning last year’s Challenge Cup 
and Grand Final - and dreams of 
delighting the other side of Head¬ 
ingley with a comparable achieve¬ 
ment. 

It will be even harder across three 
formats, and Yorkshire may con¬ 
ceivably give long-suffering cham¬ 
pionship opponents a window of 
opportunity by over-stretching 
themselves. 

But Lees is prepared to reach for 
the stars. 

“Our neighbours, the Rhinos, 
gave us that little bit of inspiration 


that it can be done. 

“With a little bit of belief, smart 
management, and a little bit of 
luck, I’d love to be competing for 
honours in all three. 

“I’m confident, and I think the 
lads are now.” 

Yorkshire coach Jason Gillespie 
is another who does not lack belief 
in his teams’ collective ability - and 
even if he did, those two titles al¬ 
ready are handy vindication. 

What better time then for York¬ 
shire to embark on a little white- 
ball expansion? 

Gillespie is confident they are 
capable of better than they have re¬ 
cently shown - and he has a theory 
about how to refine performance. 


“What we don’t want is ‘adapted’ 
cricketers - we want adaptable 
cricketers,” said the Australian. 

“I don’t think we’ve (always) 
adapted to situations as well as we 
can. 

“You’ve got to back yourself. If 
you need to go (on the attack), trust 
yourself to be able to do that. 

“If you need to just find a way to 
get to the other end, do that.” 

Yorkshire have recruited rising 
star Travis Head, recently named 
Sheffield Shield player of the year 
with South Australia and a driving 
force for Gillespie’s Adelaide Strik¬ 
ers too. 

Hopes are high that the 22-year- 
old all-rounder will be another hit 


at Headingley 

But Head - who three years ago 
was playing on the Isle of Wight for 
Ventnor in the Southern Leaue - is 
one among several notable overseas 
acquisitions around the country, 
for a season which will not merely 
revolve around Yorkshire. 

Surrey, promoted as Division Two 
champions alongside runners-up 
Lancashire to have another say in 
the destination of the title, have 
retained Sri Lanka great Kumar 
Sangakkara on the second and final 
year of his contract. 

Elsewhere, Chris Rogers is an¬ 
other international veteran sure 
to be highly influential as captain 
of Somerset - where the return of 
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r rare title hat-trick 


Former Hants 
man on his 
waytoWorcs 



West Indies star Chris Gayle will be returning to Somerset for a T20 Blast 
spell in 2016. 



Kent may have pulled off one of the signings of the summer by landing 
South Africa bowler Kagiso Rabada, middle. 


Twenty20 ‘world boss’ Chris Gayle, 
and his working relationship with 
the prolific former Australia open¬ 
er, will provide an interesting sub¬ 
plot. 

Across the formats, the arrival 
at Sussex of Bangladesh seamer 
Mustafizur Rahman is intrigu¬ 
ing - as is that of another of world 
cricket’s emerging forces, Kagiso 
Rabada in mid-summer at Kent. 

Others sure to attract individual 
attention include a raft of Eng¬ 
land possibles and probables in the 
early championship matches - in 
which Alex Hales, who will begin 
his season in the third round, will 
need runs to stave off the challenge 
for his Test opener’s spot from fel¬ 
low hopefuls. 

As for the collective honours, if it 
is not to be Yorkshire’s year again 
in the championship, last year’s 
second and third Middlesex and 
Nottinghamshire remain the most 
plausible challengers. 

After the ECB announcement last 
month, just one promotion place 
is available - and Sussex, so long 
in the top flight and dual champi¬ 
ons less than a decade ago, will be 
pressing hard for a return after 
their last-minute relegation in Sep¬ 
tember. 

The wonder of Twenty20 is that 
anyone, even the relative have- 
nots, can get on a roll - with or with¬ 
out the pre-franchise superstars 
increasingly signed up for NatWest 
Blast cameos. 

The Royal London Cup presents a 
further opportunity for less herald¬ 
ed counties to shine - as Glouces¬ 
ter’s reliving of past Lord’s glories 
demonstrated last year - and re¬ 
gardless of Yorkshire’s intentions, 
a Headingley hat-trick across the 
board is a long shot. 

• The Specsavers County Cham¬ 
pionship season is almost upon us 
as Yorkshire chase a title hat-trick 
in Division One. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at 
seven things to watch out for this 
summer. 

1. Surrey’s attack 

Surrey return to Division One 
and, while they might not suggest 
it publicly, have reason to think 
they can challenge for the title. The 
key to any such ambition will be 
whether their attack can make the 
step up. They bring with them the 
two highest wicket-takers in Divi¬ 
sion Two last season, after signing 
Mark Footitt to join Tom Curran, 
so the signs are good. 

Curran’s younger brother Sam 
was also the revelation of last sum¬ 
mer and while he’s still only 17, he 
has that steely look of someone 
who you just know is destined for 
big things. 


2. Ian Bell 

Bell has taken over the Warwick¬ 
shire captaincy but that’s not a 
nod to the fact his 118-Test career 
is over. 


His omission from the winter 
tour to South Africa was a shock 
and while England won the series, 
the top-order remains a point of 
debate. 

Cue early-season runs for Bell 
and, with a Bears top-order that 
includes Jonathan Trott and Sam 


Hain - a young player of immense 
promise - he has the support 
around him to pile up the runs he 
will crave. 

3. Yorkshire’s young guns 

If Yorkshire are to claim a hat- 


trick of titles they will have to get 
better again. 

Perhaps worrying for the rest of 
the competition that is entirely 
possible with a crop of young play¬ 
ers who have plenty of room for im¬ 
provement. Alex Lees, Jack Lean¬ 
ing, Will Rhodes and Matt Fisher 
all have their best years ahead and 
all already know what it takes to 
win the title. If they step up anoth¬ 
er level, good luck the rest. 

4. The Essex revolution 

When Paul Grayson stepped 
down as head coach at the back end 
of last season - with Essex already 
condemned to a sixth successive 
season in Division Two - it kick- 
started a winter of change. 

Chris Silverwood was appointed 
as coach in December and soon 
promoted Ryan ten Doeschate to 
club captain, in place of James 
Foster, while also showing faith in 
Ravi Bopara as limited-overs skip¬ 
per. Silverwood has had no qualms 
in stating promotion is the ambi¬ 
tion. 


5. Scott Borthwick 

One of the most curious cases in 
the Championship over the past 
few seasons. 

Borthwick earned his only Test 
call-up in 2014 as a leg-spinner but 
has since flourished as a top-order 
batsman. 

His 1,286 were the second most in 
Division One last summer, which is 
made more notable given he plays 
half his games on seam-friendly 
wickets at Durham. 

Borthwick still sees himself as a 
leggie and it will be interesting to 
see if the new rule to scrap the toss 
will provide pitches more condu¬ 
cive to his bowling. 

6. Somerset’s top-order 

When Somerset signed former 
Australia opener Chris Rogers 
in the winter they ensured they 
would start the season with a top- 
order that boasts more than 61,000 
first-class run between them. 

Rogers is set to bat at three behind 
run-machine Marcus Trescothick 
and last season’s Breakthrough 
Player of the Year of Tom Abell. 

James Hildreth, last year’s lead¬ 
ing runscorer in Division One, 
completes an enviable top four. 

7. Luke Wright 

Wright takes over as Sussex skip¬ 
per this season following their 
final-day relegation last summer. 

Just how Wright handles leading 
all three formats will be of interest 
especially after Sussex’s Champi¬ 
onship slide at the end of last sea¬ 
son coincided with poor form in 
the short formats. 

Wright has plenty know-how hav¬ 
ing played for England and all over 
the world in Twenty20 competi¬ 
tions and in Ed Joyce and Ross Tay¬ 
lor he has wise heads around him. 


Worcestershire 

Worcestershire have landed South 
Africa fast bowler Kyle Abbott as their 
overseas player for the latter part of the 
2016 season. 

Abbott, who previously helped 
Hampshire gain promotion from 
Championship Division Two in 2014, will 
be aiming to repeat the trick at New 
Road following Worcestershire’s 
relegation last year. 

Abbott is expected to link up with 
Worcestershire at the start of July and 
remain until the end of the campaign. 

New Zealand paceman Matt Henry will 
be the overseas player for the first half 
of the campaign. The 24-year-old was a 
member of the Black Caps side that 
lost the World Cup final to Australia last 
year. 

The Canterbury player also caught 
the eye of Worcestershire director of 
cricket Steve Rhodes when he took five 
wickets in New Zealand’s thrilling tour- 
match victory at New Road. 

In: Kyle Abbott (South Africa), Matt Henry 
(New Zealand), Mitchell Santner (New 
Zealand) 

Out: Gareth Andrew (released), Shaaiq 
Choudhry (released), Alex Gidman (retired) 
Championship overseas signings: Matt 
Henry (New Zealand, April-June), Kyle 
Abbott (South Africa, July-September) 

T20 Blast overseas signings: Matt Henry 
(New Zealand), Kyle Abbott (South Africa), 



Travis Head played for Ventnor in 
2013. 


Mitchell Santner (New Zealand) 

Yorkshire 

Former Ventor batsman Travis Head 
will be one of the county’s T20 Blast 
signings when he arrives in July. 

The South Australian, who has played 
two T20 internationals, will arrive when 
Kane Williamson joins up with New 
Zealand for international duty. 

Head worked with Yorkshire first-team 
coach Jason Gillespie at Adelaide 
Strikers during the 2015/16 Big Bash 
League, and smashed 299 runs at an 
average of 42.71. His unbeaten 101 
against Sydney Sixers was particularly 
memorable, as he scored all of the 51 
runs required off the last three overs, 
including a winning six to bring up his 
ton. 

In: David Willey (Northants), Mathew Waite 
(Academy), Jared Warner (Academy), Kane 
Williamson (New Zealand), Travis Head 
(Australia) 

Out: Moin Ashraf (released), Dan Hodgson 
(released), Richard Pyrah (retired), Jonathan 
Tattersall (released), Josh Shaw (Gloucs, 
loan) 

Championship overseas signings: Kane 
Williamson (New Zealand), Travis Head 
(Australia) 

T20 Blast overseas signings: Kane 
Williamson (New Zealand), Travis Head 
(Australia) 


KEEP UP TO DATE WITH LOCAL SPORT ONLINE AT dailyecho.co.uk 
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BRAND NEW 16 PLATE NISSANS 
AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 

WHILE STOCKS LAST 




MICRA ACENTA NOTE ACENTA JUKE N-CONNECTA DiG-T 

Was £11,615 Was £14,365 Was £17,865 

NOW £8,995 NOW £9,495 NOW £14,995 



QASHQAI DiG-T ACENTA PREMIUM 

Was £21,180 

NOW £17,995 


Save up to £4,870 on the Nissan Range at Sparshatts 


Sparshatts Nissan 

Broad Oak, Botley, Southampton SO30 2EU 

Tel: 01489 785111 | wvwv.sparshattsgroup.co.uk/nissan 

Sales Open 7 days: Monday - Friday 8am-6.30pm, Saturday 9am-6.30pm, Sunday 10am-5pm 


Sparshatts 

Group 


juke Range: URBAN 29.7-64.2mpg (9.5-4.4L/100krn), EXTRA URBAN 46.3-74.3mpg (6.1-3.8L/100km), COMBINED 38.7-70.6mpg (73-4.0L/100km),C02 emissions 172-104g/km. NewMicra Range: URBAN 42.2-55.4mpg (67-5.1 L/100km), EXTRA 
URBAN 61.4-78mpg (4.6-3.6L/100km), COMBINED 52.3-68.9mpg (5.4-41 L/100km), CO 2 emissions 125-95g/km. New Note Range: URBAN 45.6-673mpg (6.2-4.2L/100km), EXTRA URBAN 62.8-88.3mpg (4.5-3.2L/100km), COMBINED 55.4- 
78.5mpg (51-3.6 L/100km), CO 2 emissions 119-93g/km. Qashqai Range: URBAN 372-673mpg (76-4.2L/100km), EXTRA URBAN 52.3-78.5mpg (5.4-3.6L/100km), COMBINED 471-74.3mpg (6.0-3.8L/100km), CO 2 emissions: 138-99g/km 

MPG figures are obtained from laboratory testing, in accordance with 2004/3/EC and intended for comparisons between vehicles and may not reflect real driving results. (Optional equipment, maintenance, driving behaviour, road and weather conditions may affect the official results.) Information correct at 
time of going to print. Model shots shown are for illustration purposes only. Nissan Motor (GB) Ltd, The Rivers Office Park, Denham Way, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire WD3 9YS. All prices include metallic paint. Prices correct at the time of going to print. Pictures for illustration purposes only. Subject to availability. 


ONE OF ITVs MOST BEST CASH 

POPULAR ANTIQUES prices PAID 
EXPERTS FOR: 



Happy to arrange home 
calls by appointment 

karendalmeny@gmail.com 


Gold & Silver 
Jewellery & Antiques 

Including: 
Watches, medals, 
bronzes, 
Oriental ceramics, 
quality antiques, 
house clearances/ 
insurance valuations 
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BREAKTHROUGH CARPET 
FITTING SERVICE IS. 

THE STRESS-LESS WAY TO REPLACE YOUR CARPETS. 


YOU CAN NOW HAVE NEW FITTED CARPETS IN YOUR HOME, 
BUT WITHOUT THE NIGHTMARE OF CLEARING YOUR ROOM IN 
PREPARATION, INCLUDING FIVE FREE ESSENTIAL EXTRAS. 


A fter years of accepting traditional carpet 
fitting methods, customers just like you, are 
now choosing the smart way to have new 
carpets. Never again will you need to empty 
your room of furniture, and take up your old carpet 
ready for the fitters just to walk in and roll out your 
new carpet. Let's be frank here, if you're paying for a 
job to be done, you shouldn't be expected to do more 
than half the work yourself. It would be like eating 
at a nice restaurant, paying for your meal and then 
washing up. 

Five free extra bonuses for you 

Feature Flooring and Carpets not only removes and 
repositions your furniture, but will also uplift and 
take away your old floor coverings, secure any loose 


or squeaky floorboards, expertly fit your carpet and 
will also trim doors to fit over your new carpets, and 
then vacuum, bag up, and remove all rubbish and off 
cuts. Leaving you with nothing to do but put back 
your ornaments and photographs and then enjoy your 
carpet for years to come. 

A note from a customer 

We would like to acknowledge the exemplary service 
you provided us. 

We are extremely happy with the work you have done 
throughout our house. 

We delighted with the finished product but guidance, 
support and advice you provided throughout was 
invaluable to us. 


It really made what was a fairly daunting task at the 
start, a trouble-free and straightforward process. 
Mr and Mrs G. Lyndhurst 
Just one thing for you to do now 
Call Freephone, e mail or a good old fashioned letter is 
all that it takes, to arrange a free home visit for you to 
choose from over 997 carpets and vinyls, from 11 top 
manufacturers, always in stock whichever carpet you 
need for your home they have a range of quality and 
prices including the least and the most expensive and 
finally rid yourself of your old carpets that you've been 
thinking of changing for years and do it the stress-less 
way, and for the same price as fitting in an empty 
room. With a unique 100% guarantee of satisfaction. 
Call feature flooring and carpets now. 


FEATURE FLOORING AND CARPETS 

FREEPHONE 0800 915 8295 • SOUTHAMPTON 02380 736004 • 12 Upton Crescent, Nursling, Southampton S016 8AB 
e.mail info@featureflooringandcarpets.co.uk • www.lovemycarpet.co.uk 


Currently rated 9.8 out of 10, with over 420 feedbacks Checkatrade.com 

+ ■.V1l2ID. , Wl JJT-On "’JITMIl 



NEED A 
NEW KEY? 

Whether it's a spare key for your car or a 
replacement for one that's lost, we stock keys and 
remotes for most cars and vans. Give us a call. 

Most cars may have several keys programmed to the immobiliser and 
you only have one of them, when we supply and program a key to your new car, 
we can usually erase all the old keys and only program back the keys 
that you now own for your peace of mind. 

We provide a while-you-wait service for most car keys 
(although some may take a little longer than others) and can also supply transponder 
chips, pin codes, security codes and Renault key cards. 

Opening times Monday to Friday 8am to 5pm 
Saturdays 9am to 1pm (appointment only) 

■™' H B " rT1 r* ■ P E . 1 rt 

Autotechnix Southampton Ltd 
63 Alexandra Road Shirley Southampton SOI5 5DH 

023 8048 5707 

www.autotechnix.co.uk 


Alfa 

Audi 

BMW 

Chevrolet Citroen 

Daewoo 

Fiat Ford Honda Hyundai 

Kia 

Land Rover Mercedes Mitsubishi 

Nissan 

Peugeot 

Renault Rover & MG 

Saab 

Seat 

Skoda 

Smart Car Subaru 

Toyota 

Vauxhall 

Volkswagen Volvo 
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SUNDAY LEAGUE SPOTLIGHT 



Hamble Roll Call, for whom Lewis Crook is pictured, right, secured a 1-0 win over Bush Hill thanks to a goal from Jason Atkins 

All to play for at top of table 



Luke Watts, left, and his Sholing United teammates have been joined at the top of the table by AFC West End 


AFC WEST END joined Shol¬ 
ing United at the top of the 
City of Southampton Sunday 
Football League (CSSFL) Pre¬ 
mier Division after defeating 
third placed KRL at the week¬ 
end. 

It was a game to forget for the home 
side as two penalties were missed 
leaving AFC West End to capitalise. 
Mason Baptiste, Connor Barnett, 
Lewis Mitchell and Tom Millar all 
scored in the 4-1 victory while Mike 
Smith could only manage a consola¬ 
tion goal for KRL. 

The other Premier Division fix¬ 
ture saw sixth-placed Bush Hill host 
fourth-placed Hamble Roll Call. It 
was the home side that came away 
victorious after Jason Atkins’ soli¬ 
tary first-half goal was enough to se¬ 
cure all three points. 

In the CSSFL Senior Division, Itch- 
en Saints were confirmed as champi¬ 
ons despite a second-half comeback 
from nearest rivals Hedge End Ath¬ 
letic. 

Having been 2-0 up at half-time, 
Saints let the game slip as Shaun Ri- 
doutt and Luke Faithful both netted 
in the second half for the home side. 

Bottom of the league Cricketers 
Arms and Boyatt Wood Wanderers 
fought out a 1-1 draw in the division’s 
other fixture. 

Lokomotive Eastleigh closed the 
gap on league leaders Chamberlayne 
Athletic after a 1-0 victory over Bish¬ 
ops in the CSSFL Junior Division 
One. 

Sujan Thapa scored the only goal 


of the game as Lokomotive Eastleigh 
moved four points off top of the table 
with a win. 

AFC Bishopstoke duo Luke Harris 
and Sam Baker helped their side to 
a 2-1 win over AFC Riverside while 
CDA defeated bottom of the league 
Test Valley Spartans by the same 
scoreline. 


There was a pair of 1-0 victories in 
Division Two of the CSSFL Junior 
League. Ben Foster’s penalty secured 
the win for Marchwood Rangers over 
fellow mid-table side Curbridge. 

Third-placed Eastpoint defeated 
second-bottom AFC Dorchester 
thanks to Davis Kyle’s second-half 
strike. 


CSSFL Junior Division Three’s 
only fixture at the weekend saw win¬ 
less Whiteheart United thrashed 6-1 
at the hands of Mottisfont. 

Goalkeeper Slawohir Kuznieicz 
joined hat-trick hero Matt Bosan- 
quet, Adam Hope and Harry Rogers 
on the scoresheet to add further mis¬ 
ery to Whiteheart’s season. 


Lyndhurst 

whitewash 

BEN Bertram’s hat-trick helped 
Lyndhurst Junior FC complete 
a 10-0 whitewash of bottom- 
of-the-league Burridge AFC 
in Division Four of the CSSFL 
Junior League. 

Lee and Craig Stickland both 
netted braces with Jack 
Stickland, AM Pugi and Ben 
Hatch completing the rout. 

Runaway leaders Fawley RBL 
Reserves were held to a draw by 
second-from-bottom Hedge End 
City. Brendan Wright’s first-half 
goal was cancelled out by Dan 
Brooks to earn the away side a 
crucial point. 

Hunters Inn looked to make up 
ground on second place with a 
4-1 victory over Portswood 
United. The two sides were level 
at the break thanks to goals 
from Jack Solloway and Mitchell 
Drouet. 

But it was the home side that 
came out on top. Second-half 
goals from Tom Munday, Matt 
Williams and Ash McGimpsey 
secured the three points for 
Hunters Inn. 

Portswood United Reserves 
extended their lead at the top to 
10 points after seeing off fourth- 
placed AFC Spitfire. 

Jerome O’Brien scored a 
brace in a game which could 
have seen more after the home 
side’s early penalty miss. 

There was an away victory for 
Bridge Manor after goals from 
Liam Fielder and Jamie 
Meredith were enough to secure 
three points against Sporting 
Compass. 

In the CSSFL Junior Division 
Six, undefeated Winsor Sports 
showed why they are not giving 
up on the title race just yet. 

Winsor, who sit in second, ran 
out 10-0 winners over Riverside 
Rangers. Liam Dwyer, Steve 
Jackson and Brett Withey all 
netted braces while Joe Nash, 
Marcus Buchan, Alex Clarke and 
Aaron Knappet all scored one 
each. 

Nursling defeated fifth-placed 
Chamberlayne Athletic Reserves 
to keep a three-point lead at the 
top of the table. 

Goalkeeper Male Davies 
scored from the spot to secure 
the 6-1 victory, Jamie Kingston- 
O’Connor and Jamie Longland 
both scored two, with Wade 
Wilson netting the other. 

Sixth-placed Testwood 
Tornadoes hammered FC 
Woolston 11-1 to condemn the 
home side to their 10th defeat of 
the season. 

Zach Bligh and Tom Mac 
scored eight of the 11 between 
them, while a brace from 
Stephen Angus and a goal from 
Marek Szalajko finished off the 
team sat rock-bottom of the 
league. 

Patrick Williams and Ben 
Rouse scored all four of the 
game’s goals in AFC Hedge End 
Town’s 4-0 victory over second- 
bottom AFC Carnival. 

While Bishop Waltham 
Dynamos held Banister Park to a 
2-2 draw. 

AFC Riverside now know who 
they will face in the final of the 
DR Ryder Trophy. 

Chamberlayne Athletic are 
through after defeating AFC 
Velmore 4-0 in the semi-final. 
Goals from Lee Osbourne (two), 
Ryan Stephenson and Louie 
Lemessieur helped secure their 
place in the final. 
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Richard Taunton’s back in Hampshire top flight 



RICHARD Taunton’s will be back in the top flight of Hampshire Colleges soccer after winning the B Division. Runners-up Poole Grammar were 
the only side to beat them. Shay Hollinsworth was top goalscorer and Dylan Gain player of the year. Pictured (back from left): Tom Barge 
(Manager), Adam Holloway, Callum Fitzhorsewell, Shay Hollinsworth, Meelad Aslami, Jake Graham, Freddie Molyneaux, Gideon Matonga, Luke 
Roberts (Assistant Manager). Front: Steve Snook, Jake Boon, Dylan Gain, James Ferrier, Malik Gray, Lucky Kavuu, Tom Ladbury, Liam Hodder. 


School footballers aim for 
glory in prestigious finals 


KINGS’ School have a 
chance to build on their re¬ 
cent trophy success when 
their respective boys and 
girls teams play in Hamp¬ 
shire Cup finals in the next 
ten days. 

The boys have already scooped 
up the Eastleigh & Winchester 
Schools Under-13 and Under-14 
Cups, writes Mike Vimpany. 

On Tuesday tea-time, Kings’ 
play Westgate in the Under-13 
County final, with the Under-16 
girls team up against Fareham- 
based Cams Hill. 

Both finals are at the King Ed¬ 
ward VI School Ground, Wel¬ 
lington, Stoneham Lane, kick 
off 4.30pm. 

Then, on Wednesday week, 
April 20, Kings’ face Romsey 
in the Hampshire Schools FA 
Under-16 Cup final at Team 
Solent’s Test Park Stadium, 
4.30pm. 


• The century-old Hampshire 
Colleges sixes tournament, 
believed to be the oldest sur¬ 
viving short format competi¬ 
tion of its type in the country, 
takes place at the Garrison 
Ground, Bar End, Winchester, 
on Wednesday afternoon. 

Fourteen colleges sides have 
entered the small-side tourna¬ 
ment, which has been split into 
four pools. 

The Pool line ups are - 

A: Barton Peveril, Sparsholt, 
St Vincent. 
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Kings’ ruled the Eastleigh & Winchester Schools FA Under-13 and Under-14 Cup finals, with victories over 
Wyvern and Henry Beaufort, respectively. 

Patrick Berry-Green, James Pilcher and Jack Good scored the goals which secured a 3-2 win over Wyvern in 
the Year 8 final, while Cameron Griffiths got both the goals as Kings’ Under-14s beat Henry Beaufort 2-0 at 
Under-14 level. Pictured are the Kings Under-13s team. 


B: Bournemouth, Farnbor- monds. The tournament kicks off at 

ough, Poole Grammar, Totton. D: Alton, Basingstoke, Itchen, noon, with the final expected to 
C: Andover, Havant, Peter Sy- Richard Tauntons. be at 3.30pm. 


FEMALE FOOTBALL ROUND UP 

FA Women’s Premier Reserve League 
South 

Southampton Saints LFC (Reserves) 0 
Lewes LFC (Reserves) 2 

SOUTHAMPTON Ladies Reserves started 
the game brightly but the first half was 
only really noteworthy for the lack of any 
clear chances. 

In the second period the visitors looked 
more determined and were now hunting in 
packs for goals and controlling the game. 

On 57 minutes a stationary Gabrielle 
Baldock found herself with both space and 
time on her hands as the ball came her way 
inside the home side’s box. 

Baldock was allowed to spin and shoot 
unchallenged leaving the reds’ keeper and 
opposition player of the match, Haughton 
not a prayer of saving the attempt. 

Buoyed on by the lead the visitors 
improved and always looked the more 
likely to score a second goal. Some 15 
minutes later Julia Louis-Joseph added to 
the lead to ensure the Rooks went home 
with a spring in their step on the long 
journey back to east Sussex. 

With just one game left to play in the 
Reserves FA Premier it’s clear 
Southampton Ladies will need to improve 
massively if they are to compete for future 
honours. 

In the Hampshire County women’s 
League Division 1, bottom side AFC 
Stoneham had a rare win. The goal by Jen 
Parke was enough to ensure they had the 
points and bragging rights over close 
neighbours and rivals BTC Ladies. 

Third placed AFC Boscombe all but 
ended current leaders Winchester Flyers 
Reserves hopes of winning the title after 
they trounced them 3-7 on their own turf. 
Katie Norman bagged a hat-trick and Paris 
Sinclair scored a brace. 

Alton United got their season back on 
track after a convincing five goals to nil 
demolition of Widbrook. Both the Warsash 
and Boscombe outfits have games in hand 
on the Flyers and look set to catch them 
on the season’s run in. 

At Privett Park, Gosport comfortably beat 
Southampton Women’s second string 2-0 
and left them looking ominously on at the 
wooden spoon, while second placed AFC 
Bournemouth did the same score over 
Horndean. 

Biggest score line of the division saw 
Basingstoke Reserves entertain the crowd 
as they competed for a thrilling 5-3 win 
over Bursledon. 

Division 3 has developed in to a two 
horse race. Leaders AFC Portchester saw 
off Portsmouth Ladies 6-2, four of them 
nicely finished off by Portchester’s player 
of the match Charmaine True. AFC 
Bournemouth Reserves were awarded an 
away walk over versus Winchester Flyers A 
and now second from bottom. 

With the scores all level at 1-1 at half 
time, Sholing upped the anti to run out 
three goals to one winners on the road to 
Winchester City women. 

The southern Region Women’s league 
race for the second tiers title involves a 
few local sides. 

Southampton Women look well placed 
after a 3-2 away win against Wycombe. 

Winchester beat Team Solent by an 
Emma Faux goal. 

Despite being two points behind Tower 
Hill, Southampton are looking likely 
season champs with two games in hand on 
the current leaders and it all now hang on 
the title and promotion is theirs to lose. 

In the Winchester Girls league, 
Southampton Saints continued to 
dominate the Under-16 league and cup 
competition. 

In a one sided affair they amassed and 
amazing seventeen goals at Wey Valley. 

The Saints club is blessed with youth 
talent throughout the age groups as was 
highlighted by the U14 side who compete 
in the U15 age group. Despite being 
younger every week they continue to shine 
and come away with goals, the points and 
the plaudits admiration. 

The Saints U14 cemented their place as 
league leaders with a comfortable 5-0 
victory over Crookham at Lapstone Park in 
a match they controlled from start to finish. 
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SATURDAY S FOOTBALL RESULTS AND TABLES 


Barclays Premier League 


SkyBet League One 


A. Villa. 

.1 

AFC Bournemouth....2 

Cook 45 
King 74 

Att 31,057 

Norwich.0 

Barnsley. 

.1 

Chesterfld.... 

.2 

Ayew 85 

HT 0-1 

Crystal P. 

.1 

Hammill 75 

HT 0-0 

Blackpool. 

.0 

Colchester.... 

Novak 57 
Banks 81 
Att 10,645 

.1 

Puncheon 68 







Porter 60 

HT 0-0 



Att 24,960 

HT 0-0 



Att 6,242 

Man City. 

L 

W.B.A. 

L 

Bradford 

1 

Swindon 

o 

HT L-L 




B Clarke 20 




SAINTS. 

.3 

Newcastle... 

.1 

HT 1-0 



Att 18,043 

Long 4 



Townsend 65 

Bury. 

.1 

Doncaster. 

.0 

Pelle 38 




L Clarke 77 




Wanyama 55 




HT 0-0 



Att 3,233 

HT 2-0 



Att 31,542 

Millwall. 

.3 

Shrewsbry... 

.1 

Swansea. 

.1 

Chelsea. 

.0 

Thompson 57 



Cole 5 

Sigurdsson 25 




Morison 61 




HT 1-0 



Att 20,966 

Gregory 90 pen 




Watford. 

.1 

Everton. 

.1 

HT 0-1 




Holebas 45 



McCarthy 45 

Oldham. 

.1 

Walsall. 

.0 

HT 1-1 



Att 20,663 

Main 63 




West Ham. 

.3 

Arsenal. 

.3 

HT 0-0 



Att 4,396 

Carroll 44,45,52 



Ozil 18 

Peterboro. 

.1 

Rochdale. 

.2 


Leicester 
Tottenham 
Arsenal 
Man City 
Man Utd at 

West Ham 32 

SAINTS 33 

Stoke 32 

Liverpool 30 

Chelsea 32 

Bournemouth 33 
W.B.A. 31 

Swansea 33 

Everton 31 

Watford 32 

Crystal P 32 

Norwich 33 


P W 
32 10 
32 9 
32 9 
31 10 


HOME 

D L F A 
5 1 26 15 

5 2 30 12 

3 3 23 10 

1 5 39 18 

4 2 20 7 

7 2 27 19 

3 5 31 19 

3 6 19 18 

6 3 20 18 

7 4 29 24 

4 7 20 27 

4 6 19 21 

5 5 16 18 

4 8 29 28 

5 7 15 15 

2 10 17 22 

5 6 22 24 


Sanchez 35 
Koscielny 70 


16 69 

13 62 
23 59 

14 54 

20 53 

21 52 

15 50 

21 47 

23 45 
18 44 
28 41 

16 40 

24 40 
15 39 

22 38 
20 37 
33 31 


Sunderlnd 31 
Newcastle 32 
A. Villa 33 


6 17 16 
5 22 22 
11 12 31 


4 10 19 
1 14 10 

3 12 11 


39 27 
39 25 
33 16 


SkyBet Championship 


Bristol C. 

Wildsmith 10 og 
Reid 13 
Tomlin 42 pen 
Kodjia 52 pen 
HT 3-0 

Burnley. 

Arfield 1 
HT 1-0 

Derby Cty. 

Russell 13,77 
Ince 38 
Butterfield 69 
HT 2-0 

Fulham. 

Parker 46 
Hyndman 90 
HT 0-1 

Huddersfld.... 

Paterson 40 
Maguire 90 og 
HT 1-0 

Ipswich. 

Feeney 88 


HT 0-1 

Middlesbro.. 

Adomah 32 
HT 1-0 

M K Dons. 


Sheff Wed.1 

O’Donnell 61 og 


Att 15,854 

..1 Leeds Utd.0 

Att 18,229 

..4 Bolton.1 

Clough 73 pen 


Att 29,674 

.1 

Immers 41 


Hull.. 


HT 0-2 

Q.P.R. 

Phillips 45 
El Khayati 90 
HT 1-0 

Reading. 


HT 0-2 

Wolves.. 

HT 0-0 


Burnley 

Middlesbro 


Att 17,149 

.2 

Hernandez 76 
Diomande 90 
Att 12,883 

Brentford.3 

Saunders 29 
Vibe 64,68 
Att 18,845 

Preston.0 

Att 26,390 

Rotherham.4 

Derbyshire 1 
Best 17 pen 
Broadfoot 54 
Smallwood 80 
Att 13,048 

Charlton.1 

Cousins 62 

Att 15,834 

Birminghm.2 

Donaldson 2 
Shotton 27 
Att 17,868 

Blackburn.0 

Att 19,538 


HOME 

P W D L F A 
41 14 5 2 36 13 
40 15 3 2 31 


AWAY 


3 28 20 80 
24 19 79 


Brighton 

40 

13 

4 

3 

30 

17 

7 

11 

2 

26 

21 

75 

Hull 

40 

12 

6 

1 

36 

8 

8 

4 

9 

20 

21 

70 

Derby Cty 

41 

12 

6 

3 

36 

14 

7 

7 

6 

24 

24 

70 

Sheff Wed 

41 

_12_ 

_ 6 _ 

2 

38 

. 1_6 _ _ 


_ 8 _ 

7_ 

22 

_25_ 

_ 6_8 

Cardiff 

41 

11 

7 

2 

30 

18 

5 

8 

8 

22 

26 

63 

Ipswich 

41 

8 

7 

6 

24 

21 

8 

5 

7 

23 

26 

60 

Birminghm 

40 

9 

3 

7 

21 

19 

7 

8 

6 

24 

20 

59 

Preston 

41 

7 

8 

5 

19 

18 

7 

6 

8 

20 

21 

56 

Q.P.R. 

41 

9 

8 

4 

35 

24 

4 

8 

8 

17 

24 

55 

Wolves 

41 

6 

9 

6 

24 

25 

7 

5 

8 

24 

27 

53 

Brentford 

40 

8 

3 

9 

27 

28 

7 

4 

9 

30 

33 

52 

Reading 

40 

8 

9 

4 

23 

16 

5 

3 

11 

22 

30 

51 

Leeds Utd 

40 

5 

8 

7 

17 

23 

6 

7 

7 

22 

26 

48 

Blackburn 

41 

7 

7 

6 

24 

18 

4 

7 

10 

15 

22 

47 

Fulham 

41 

7 

5 

9 

34 

33 

4 

9 

7 

29 

34 

47 

Bristol C 

41 

6 

7 

8 

28 

31 

6 

4 

10 

17 

33 

47 

Huddersfld 

41 

7 

5 

9 

31 

27 

5 

5 

10 

23 

32 

46 

Nottm For 

40 

7 

6 

7 

22 

22 

4 

7 

9 

13 

19 

46 

Rotherham 

41 

8 

4 

8 

30 

32 

5 

3 

13 

21 

32 

46 

M K Dons 

41 

7 

3 

11 

19 

31 

2 

7 

11 

15 

28 

37 

Charlton 

41 

5 

8 

7 

22 

28 

3 

4 

14 

15 

44 

36 

Bolton 

41 

4 10 

6 

22 

24 

0 

4 

17 

16 

52 

26 


Smith 34 
HT 1-2 

Port Vale.3 

Dodds 3,83 
Hooper 90 
HT 1-0 

Scunthorpe.1 

Bishop 60 
HT 0-0 

Sheff Utd.0 

HT 0-0 

Southend.2 

Barrett 71 


Wigan.. 

Grigg 57 
HT 0-0 


Bunney 8 
Mendez-Laing 23 


Crewe.0 


Att 5,771 

Burton Albion.0 

Att 3,888 

Gillingham.0 

Att 18,152 

Fleetwood Town.2 

B Grant 53 
McLaughlin 90 
Att 6,644 

Coventry.0 

Att 10,415 


Burton Albion 41 12 6 


D L F A 
2 34 12 
2 29 14 


3 37 24 80 
9 22 21 76 


Bradford 

Millwall 


41 12 
41 11 


Gillingham 40 13 


Walsall _ 
Barnsley 
Rochdale 


39 _ 8_ 

40 9 

41 11 


Scunthorpe 41 10 6 


41 11 

41 10 

42 11 
41 9 


Sheff Utd 
Southend 
Port Vale 
Coventry 
Peterboro 
Bury 
Swindon 
Chesterfld 41 
Oldham 40 
Fleetwood Tn 41 8 

Shrewsbry 40 5 


41 8 

41 9 

41 8 


4 26 16 

7 30 22 
2 37 15 

6 2423_ 

8 30 21 

5 35 22 

5 25 14 

7 37 27 

6 30 24 

7 3 31 19 

6 5 35 22 

4 9 37 34 

8 4 32 24 

4 8 35 35 

5 10 32 35 

5 10 24 33 

6 6 30 19 

4 11 24 32 


7 21 22 70 
5 33 23 69 

8 28 29 68 
3 33 18 68 

8 31 29 62 

9 24 31 61 
9 25 30 59 

7 21 26 59 

8 25 30 59 
12 19 32 59 

9 24 23 57 

10 32 31 54 

11 18 39 54 
10 22 32 51 

10 22 28 49 
3 16 17 47 

11 18 32 46 

7 25 33 46 


Blackpool 42 8 
Doncaster 41 5 

Colchester 41 4 

Crewe 41 3 


9 22 20 
9 22 23 
7 30 34 
11 19 35 


12 17 31 45 
12 19 36 38 
14 22 53 38 
12 21 40 30 


SkyBet League Two 


Barnet. 

Akinde 25,57 
Togwell 49 
HT 1-0 

Carlisle. 

Miller 90 

HT 0-1 

Crawley... 

McNemey 28 


3 Leyton O.0 


HT 1-1 

Dagenham.. 

Hemmings 34 


HT 1-0 

Luton... 


Att 3,401 

1 Mansfield.2 

Daniel 21 
Lambe 62 
Att 4,426 

1 Oxford Utd.5 

Maguire 39,72 pen 
O’Dowda 47 
Sercombe 54 
Waring 86 
Att 3,340 

1 POMPEY.4 

Doyle 59 


HT 0-0 

Morecambe... 

Kenyon 25 
Barkhuizen 87 


HT 1-2 

Newport County... 

HT 0-0 

Northmptn. 


Adams 23 
Hoskins 49 
HT 1-0 

Notts Cnty.. 

Noble 80 
HT 0-0 

Plymouth.... 

Carey 61 

HT 0-1 

Yeovil. 


HT 0-1 

York. 

Oliver 35 
HT 1-0 


Evans 85 
Bennett 88 
Att 3,122 

Acc Stanley.2 

Brown 47 
Gornell 84 
Att 7,467 

Hartlepool.5 

Woods 4 
Thomas 6,50 
James 76 pen 
Oates 89 
Att 2,005 

Cambridge.1 

Dunne 68 
Att 2,330 

Bristol R.2 

Taylor 76 
Harrison 88 
Att 7,579 

Stevenage.0 

Att 4,172 

AFC Wimbledon.2 

Taylor 30 
Akinfenwa 88 
Att 8,852 

Exeter.2 

Watkins 16 
Taylor 69 
Att 5,393 

1 Wycombe.1 

Bloomfield 88 
Att 2,864 


Acc Stanley 41 10 7 


D L F A 
5 3 34 18 

7 5 30 17 

3 38 28 


Ladbrokes Scottish Lge 2 


25 88 
20 76 
17 74 


Bristol R 

41 

12 

2 

6 

34 

18 

10 

4 

7 

32 

24 

72 

Plymouth 

41 

11 

3 

7 

32 

23 

10 

5 

5 

26 

16 

71 

POMPEY 

40 

9 

7 

4 

34 

14 

9 

8 

3 

33 

22 

69 

Wimbledon 

40 

8 

4 

7 

27 

24 

9 

7 

5 

32 

25 

62 

Wycombe 

41 

9 

4 

7 

24 

22 

8 

7 

6 

19 

15 

62 

Exeter 

41 

6 

9 

5 

29 

29 

11 

2 

8 

29 

25 

62 

Carlisle 

41 

10 

6 

5 

37 

31 

5 

9 

6 

23 

27 

60 

Leyton O 

41 

9 

4 

7 

28 

26 

7 

8 

6 

26 

29 

60 

Cambridge 

41 

9 

4 

7 

28 

26 

7 

7 

7 

27 

26 

59 

Mansfield 

41 

6 

8 

6 

28 

25 

9 

3 

9 

24 

24 

56 

Barnet 

41 

12 

3 

6 

31 

22 

3 

6 

11 

25 

39 

54 

Luton 

40 

5 

5 

10 

21 

27 

10 

3 

7 

31 

27 

53 

Hartlepool 

40 

8 

3 

9 

24 

27 

6 

3 

11 

22 

32 

48 

Crawley 

41 

8 

5 

8 

21 

26 

5 

3 

12 

23 

42 

47 

Notts Cnty 

40 

8 

4 

8 

28 

31 

4 

5 

11 

22 

37 

45 

Morecambe 

41 

7 

2 

12 

34 

42 

5 

5 

10 

30 

34 

43 

Yeovil 

41 

6 

8 

7 

22 

25 

4 

5 

11 

15 

27 

43 

Newport Co 

41 

4 

7 

10 

20 

33 

6 

4 

10 

20 

25 

41 

Stevenaqe 

41 

5 

6 

9 

21 

31 

4 

6 

11 

25 

34 

39 

York 

41 

5 

7 

9 

29 

36 

1 

5 

14 

16 

40 

30 

Dagenham 

40 

2 

5 

14 

14 

35 

4 

5 

10 

23 

36 

28 


Ladbrokes Scottish Prem 


Dundee Utd.0 

HT 0-1 

Hamilton.2 

Crawford 30 
Garcia Tena 41 pen 
HT 2-0 

Kilmarnock.3 

Boyd 25,88 pen, Higginbotham 65 
HT 1-0 

Motherwell.1 

McDonald 60 
HT 0-1 

Ross Cnty.1 

Schalk 14 
HT 1-0 

HOME 

P W D L F A 
Celtic 33 12 3 1 44 9 

Aberdeen 33 11 4 1 26 13 

Hearts 32 11 3 2 33 16 

Motherwell 33 7 3 7 25 25 

St Johnstn 33 6 6 5 22 21 

Ross Cnty_ _ 33 _ _9_ _0_ _ 8_ 28 _ 29 
Dundee 33 6 6 4 27 20 

Partick 33 6 3 7 17 21 

Inverness CT32 5 4 6 16 16 

Hamilt_o_n_ _ _ 33 _ 4 _ 6 7 21 23 

Kilmarnock 33 4 4 9 17 31 

Dundee Utd 33 3 3 11 18 29 


Inverness CT.2 

Storey 13, Vigurs 50 
Att 6,927 

Dundee.1 

Harkins 63 

Att 2,764 

St Johnstn.0 

Att 3,693 

Celtic.2 

Griffiths 44,75 
Att 9,123 

Partick.0 

Att 3,603 

AWAY 

W D L F A Pt 

11 4 2 34 16 76 

10 1 6 30 23 68 

6 5 5 21 17 59 

6 2 8 16 24 44 

6 1 9 26 30 43 

_4_ _ 4_ _ 8_ 20_ 26_ 43 

3 8 6 21 29 41 

5 5 7 15 18 41 

5 5 7 24 27 39 

_5_ _ 3_ _ 8 _15_ 32_ _3_6 

4 4 8 16 23 32 

3 3 10 15 29 24 


Ladbrokes Scottish Ch’shi 


Alloa.1 

Duffy 45 
HT 1-0 

Falkirk.3 

Miller 9 

McHugh 70, Alston 90 
HT 1-0 

Morton.2 

Johnstone 51 pen, O’Ware 82 
HT 0-1 

Queen Sth.1 

Hilson 53 
HT 0-1 


Hibernian.0 

Att 1,316 

St Mirren.2 

Malian 56,82 
Att 4,331 

Livingston.1 

White 33 
Att 1,463 

.2 

Benedictus 8, Barr 63 
Att 1,511 

.P 


Raith.. 


Rangers.P Dumbarton. 

AWAY 


HOME 

P W D L F A 
Rangers 32 16 1 0 47 12 


3 36 15 79 


Falkirk 33 12 3 2 32 13 

Hibernian 31 11 2 1 26 11 

Raith 33 10 3 4 29 17 


Morton 33 7 3 7 17 19 

Queen Sth 32 7 4 6 24 25 

St Mirren 33 4 5 7 19 25 

Dumbarton _ 31 _ _6_ _3_ _ 6_ 18 _ 28 _ 


Livingston 33 2 6 8 13 18 


8 2 24 17 65 

3 7 22 19 59 

_ 4_ _ 6 _17_ 25_ 55 

6 6 21 21 42 

1 10 15 22 38 

3 8 19 23 38 

. JJ _ . 8. 27_ 30 
1 11 22 29 28 


33 1 4 11 9 32 3 2 12 9 36 18 


Ladbrokes Scottish Lge 1 


Airdrieonians.1 

Lithgow 90 
HT 0-0 

Ayr Utd.0 

HT 0-0 

Cowdenbth.2 

Spence 1 
Kane 85 
HT 1-0 

Dunfrmline.2 

Moffat 30,60 

HT 1-1 

Peterhead.P 

HOME 

P W D L F A 
Dunfrmline 33 11 4 2 44 15 

Peterhead 33 9 6 2 39 16 

Ayr Utd 33 11 2 4 38 19 

Stranraer _ _ 33 _ 6 2 _ 8_ 16 _ 24 

Albion R 33 6 4 6 22 19 

Airdrieonians33 4 5 8 16 21 

Cowdenbth 33 7 3 7 26 25 

Stenhsmuir _ 33 _ _ 6 _ _3_ _ 7_ 24 _ 35 
Forfar 33 5 3 8 23 24 

Brechin 33 6 4 6 23 23 


Stenhsmuir.1 

Cook 60 
Att 614 

Albion R.1 

M Dunlop 73 
Att 1,044 

Brechin.1 

Spence 70 

Att 455 

Forfar.2 

Swankie 13 
Ryan 50 
Att 3,201 

Stranraer.P 

AWAY 

W D L F A Pt 

12 3 1 37 8 76 

7 5 4 32 21 59 

6 2 8 19 25 55 

_ 7 _ 4 _ _ 6 22 23 45 

5 5 7 12 22 42 

7 2 7 24 29 40 

4 2 10 19 43 38 

_4_ _ 4_ _ 9_ _18_ _37_ _37 

3 7 7 22 29 34 

3 2 12 16 34 33 


Annan Athletic.4 

Todd 22,46 

Guy 26, Osadolor 88 

HT 2-1 

Berwick.3 

Henderson 21,85, McGregor 88 
HT 1-0 

East Fife.3 

Page 13, Campbell 16 
N Austin 24 
HT 3-0 

E Stirling.0 

HT 0-3 

Stirling A.0 

HT 0-0 

HOME 

P W D L F A 
East Fife 33 10 3 4 29 16 

Annan Ath 33 8 6 2 37 26 

Clyde 33 8 2 6 26 21 

Queen Park_ 33 _ 6 _5_ _ 6_ 19 _ 17 
Elgin 33 11 4 1 31 13 

Stirling A 33 8 3 6 25 20 

Berwick 33 9 4 4 27 22 

Arbroath 33 5 3 8 18 19 

Montrose 33 8 3 5 28 30 

E Stirling 33 6 1 10 21 37 


Arbroath.1 

Reid 25 

Att 414 

Clyde.0 

Att 637 

Montrose.0 

Att 854 

Queen Park.3 

McKemon 13 pen 
Berry 40, Woods 45 
Att 312 

Elgin.0 

Att 578 

AWAY 

W D L F A Pt 

8 3 5 32 22 60 

7 2 8 29 26 53 

8 3 6 26 21 53 

_ . _ _ 5_ _ 3_ 24_ _12_ 52 

4 3 10 20 31 52 

4 5 7 18 21 44 

3 3 10 14 26 43 

6 2 9 22 26 38 

2 5 10 20 39 38 

2 3 11 16 37 28 


Vanarama National League 


Altrncham. 

HT 0-0 

Barrow. 

Walker 43 pen 
HT 1-1 

Boreham W. 

HT 0-2 

Braintree Town.. 

Davis 34 pen 
HT 1-1 

FC Halifax. 

HT 0-0 

Grimsby. 

HT 0-0 

Guiseley. 

HT 0-0 

Lincoln City. 

McDaid 38, Maris 81 
HT 1-0 

Torquay. 

HT 0-0 

Welling U. 

Daniel 7 
HT 1-0 

Woking. 

Robinson 31 
HT 1-1 

Wrexham. 

HT 0-0 

P W 

Cheltnham 43 15 


D L F A 


Bromley.0 

Att 1,035 

Macclesfld.1 

Whitehead 24 
Att 1,516 

Southport.2 

Rutherford 10,37 
Att 434 

Forest Grn.1 

Carter 37 
Att 740 

Aldershot.2 

Stevenson 46, Browne 83 
Att 1,714 

EASTLEIGH.0 

Att 4,011 

Cheltnham.2 

Dickie 80, Holman 89 
Att 1,058 

Chester FC.1 

Alabi 73 
Att 2,001 

Tran mere.1 

Higdon 59 
Att 2,264 

Kiddrmnstr.2 

Langmead 82, McQuilkin 85 
Att 565 

Gateshead.1 

Bowman 45 pen 
Att 1,005 

.1 

Modeste 61 
Att 4,931 

AWAY 

) L F A Pt 
4 37 17 92 


Dover.. 


Forest Grn 

43 

15 

3 

3 

36 

14 

10 

8 

4 

31 

25 

86 

Dover 

42 

13 

4 

4 

42 

20 

10 

4 

7 

31 

30 

77 

Grimsby 

41 

13 

6 

2 

43 

14 

8 

7 

5 

34 

25 

76 

Tranmere 

43 

11 

2 

8 

29 

21 

9 

10 

3 

29 

21 

72 

Braintree Tn 42 

12 

6 

4 

21 

12 

7 

6 

7 

25 

22 

69 

EASTLEIGH 41 

11 

5 

4 

27 

21 

8 

6 

7 

31 

28 

68 

Wrexham 

42 

13 

4 

5 

46 

24 

6 

5 

9 

20 

23 

66 

Gateshead 

43 

8 

4 

9 

28 

35 

10 

6 

6 

24 

27 

64 

Macclesfld 

42 

9 

4 

7 

27 

20 

9 

3 

10 

31 

26 

61 

Lincoln City 

43 

10 

7 

5 

35 

22 

6 

5 

10 

29 

38 

60 

Bromley 

43 

11 

4 

6 

37 

21 

6 

5 

11 

28 

43 

60 

Barrow 

42 

10 

8 

4 

36 

26 

6 

4 

10 

23 

40 

60 

Aldershot 

43 

7 

4 

10 

21 

27 

8 

4 

10 

28 

40 

53 

Woking 

42 

8 

7 

6 

33 

25 

6 

3 

12 

30 

36 

52 

Southport 

43 

6 

6 

9 

29 

38 

7 

6 

9 

16 

20 

51 

Chester FC 

43 

7 

8 

6 

35 

27 

4 

4 

14 

22 

41 

45 

Torquay 

42 

6 

4 

11 

22 

31 

5 

7 

9 

23 

39 

44 

Guiseley 

42 

6 

7 

8 

26 

34 

3 

9 

9 

14 

30 

43 

FC Halifax 

41 

6 

8 

7 

34 

42 

5 

2 

13 

19 

36 

43 

Boreham W 

43 

4 

7 

11 

17 

24 

5 

7 

9 

21 

24 

41 

Altrncham 

42 

7 

9 

6 

29 

30 

2 

5 

13 

14 

36 

41 

Welling U 

43 

5 

6 

11 

21 

30 

3 

5 

13 

14 

31 

35 

Kiddrmnstr 

42 

4 

5 

11 

19 

28 

3 

6 

13 

24 

39 

32 


Vanarama National Lge Sth 


BASINGSTKE.2 

Concord Rgs.1 

Eastbourne Borough.2 

Ebbsfleet United.L 

Gosport Borough.L 

Havant and W.P 

Maidenhead Utd.L 

Maidstone Utd.L 

Margate.L 

Oxford C.L 

Whitehawk.3 


Vanarama National Lge Nth 


AFC Fylde. 

AFC Telford. 

Alfreton Town. 

Boston. 

Chorley. 

Corby. 

Gloucester. 

Hdnesfrd T. 

Lowestoft Town .. 

Stalybrdge. 

Worcester. 


Weston-S-Mare.2 

Bath City.2 

H Hempstead.3 

Chelmsford.L 

B Stortfrd.L 

Truro City.P 

St Albans.L 

Dartford.L 

Sutton Utd.L 

Hayes & Yeading.L 

Wealdstone.0 

N Ferriby.L 

Solihull Moors.L 

Harrogate Town.2 

Bradford PkAve.0 

Gainsboro.L 

FC United of Man.3 

Brackley.L 

Tamworth.L 

Curzon Ashton.0 

Nuneaton.L 

Stockport County.L 


POOLS 
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SOUTHAMPTON 

CITY COUNCIL 


THE AGE OF THE OCEAN LINER 

25 MARCH 2016-4 JUNE 2017 


SEACITY 

MUSEUM 

THE LIVES THE TIMES 
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SolutionsDental 


Afraid to 
Smile? 


If you've been suffering with gum disease, bone loss and unstable teeth, and you are permanently 
self-conscious about your smile, then Solutions Dental in Winchester can offer you a life-changing solution: 

Same Day Teeth. 

Same Day Teeth is revolutionary technique that means we can provide a new arch of teeth - fixed in place using dental implants - in 
just one day. Better still, they feel like and can be cared for just like natural teeth. You'll be able to eat the food you want, taste it 
better and have a smile you can be proud of. And don't worry if you normally find it an ordeal to visit the dentist, we offer sedation 
to make you feel comfortable and relaxed. 




PC 

Before 


JK**' yf 

Wf 4ft* 




Before 


After HIV 


EXCLUSIVE DISCOVERY DAY OFFER - SAVE UP TO £400 


/ FREE assessment and report worth £55 
/ FREE CT scan worth £250+ 

/ FREE full mouth X ray worth £45 


/ FREE 1st year hygiene & maintenance appointment worth £50+ 
/ FREE exclusive copy of our guide to Same Day Teeth 
/18 MONTHS 0% finance* 


*Subject to status. T&C f s apply. We will deduct the CT scan fee and 1st year hygiene and maintenance appointment from your 
comprehensive written treatment plan, provided you choose to go ahead within 30 days of your initial consultation. 


Book a free consultation or reserve 
your place on our Discovery Days 

Thursday 14th & 28th April 

Marcus Gambroudes, BDS GDC No. 78063 • Lee Butler, Clinical Dental 
Technical GDC No. 108662 • Eduard Gazdov, Dentist GDC No. 210576 


Tel: 01962 657 534 

www.solutionsdentalclinic.co.uk 

Solutions Dental Clinic, 23 Stockbridge Road, 
Winchester S022 6RN 










